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THE LAWS

OF SCRITCWEESS

AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE MARYLEBONE CRICKET CLUB TQ DATE.

{By Specivl Permiazion),

I. ‘The Game. -\ match is played between two sides of eleven players each, unless
olherwise agreed fo; each side has two innings, taken alterg.ately, exce;_)t in the cpaa
provided lor in Law &5, The choice of innings shall be decided by tossing.

2. Runs.-—The score shall be reckoned by runs. A run is scored :—1st, so often as the
batsmen, after a hit, or at any time while the ball is in play, shall have crossed, and made
good their ground from end to end; 2nd, for penalties under Laws 16, 44, 41, and a_110w~
ances uader 44, Anyv run or runs so scored shall be duly recorded by the scorers appomteid
for the purpose. ‘The side which scores the greatest number of runs wins the mateh. No
match is won unless played out or given up, except in the case provided in Law 45.

3. Appointment of Umpires.—Before the commmencement of the mateh two
umpires shall be appointed—one tor cach end.

1. 'The Ball.. the hall shall weigh not less than tive ounces and a hali,_ nor more than
five cunces and three-quarters. [t shall measure not less than eight _.:mc} thirteen sn;tce_nth
inches, nor mare than nine inches in circamference. At the beginning of each innings
cither side may demand a new ball. The ficlding side can demand a new ball after every
200 runs have been made.

5 'I'he Bat.- The hal shall nol exceed four inches and one-quarter in the widest part;
it shall not be more than thivly-eight inches in length.

& The Wickets.— The wickets shall be pitched opposite and parallel tu cach otber, at
a distance of {twentyv-lwo vards. Fach wickei shall be eight inches in width and consist
of three stumps, with two bails npon the top. 'Lhe stumps shall be of cqual and sufficient
size to prevent the hall from passing through, twenty-seven inches out of the ground.
The bails shall be cach four inches in length, and when in position, on the top of the
stinnps, shall not project mare than half an inch above ithem. The wickefs shall nat be
changed during a maich, unless the ground between them become unfit for play, and
ithen onlv by consent of both sides.

7. ‘The Bowling Crease.— The bowling crease shall be in a. line with the stumps
eight feet cight inches in length, the stumps in the centre, with a return crease at each
cnd, at right angles behind the wicket.

8. The Popping Crease-—The popping crease shall be marked four feet from the
wickel. paralel to it, and be deemed unlimited in length,

9. The Ground.—-The ground shall not be volled, watered, covered, mown, or beaten
during a match, except before the commencement of each innings and of eack day’s play,
when, unless the in-side object, the ground shall be swept and rolled for not more than
ten minutes. This shall not prevent the balsman from beating the ground with his bat,
vor the batsman nor howler from using sawdust in order to obtain a proper foothold.

10, The Bowler—No Ball.—The ball must be bowled; if thrown or jerked, either
unmipire shall call “'no ball.”

11. The bowler shall deliver tie ball with one foot on the ground behind the bowling
crehse, and within the return crease, otherwise the umpire shall call ' no hall.”

12. Wide Ball.—If the bowler shall bowl the ball so high over or sa wide of the wickei
that in the opinion of the umpire it is not within reach of the striker, the umpire shall
call “wide hall.”

13. The Over.—The ball shall be bowled in overs of six balls froms each wicket
aliernately. “When six balls have heen bowled, and the ball is finally settled in the
bowler’s or wicket-keeper's hands., the umpire shall call “over.”” Neither a “no bail”
nor a “‘wide ball" shall be reckoned as once of the ~over.”

14. The bowler shall be allowed to change ends as often as e pleases, provided only
that he does not bowl two overs consecutively in one innings.

15. The bowler may require the batsman at the wicket from which he is bowling to
stand on that side of it which he may direct.

16. Scoring off No Balls and Wide Balls.— The striker may hit a *'no ball,” and
whatever rans result shall be added o his score; Tt hie shall not he oyt {rom a * no
hall,” unless he be run out or break Laws 26, 27, 29, 0. All rens made from a “no
ball ' otherwise than from the bat, shall be scored *'no balls, ™ and if no run be made one run
shall be added to that score. I'rom a “ widde bail”" as many runs as are run shall be added
to the score as “wide balls.”” and if no run be otherwise ohtained one ron shall be so added,

17. Bye.—1f ihe ball, not having been called “wide™ or *“no bail,” pass the striier
rsithout touching his bat, or person, aml any runs be oblained, the umpive shall call
“hye''; but if the ball touch any part of the striker’s person (hand excepted), and any
run he obtained, the umpire shall cali “leg bye.” such runs to be scored “ byer” and “lep
byes'' respoclively

18. Play.—At the beginning of the match, and of each incings, the umpire at the
bowler's wicket thall cail ““ play'*: from that time no trial bali ahall ce allowed to anw
bowler on the ground between the wickets, and when one of the batsmen is out, the use
of the bat shall not be allowed to any person until the ne:t batsman shail come in.

19. Definitions.—A batsman shall be held to b2 “out of his ground,” unless his bat
in hand or some part of his person be grounded within the linc of the popping creaze.

2(). The wicket shall be held to be ' down’' when either of the bails is struck of, or, if
both Dails be off, when a stump is struck out of the ground.

The Striker is out:

2]1. The Striker.—If the wicket be bowitd down, even if the ball first touch the
striker's bat or person :—* Bowled.”

22, Or, if the ball, from a stroke of the bat or hand, but not the wrist, be hald befors
it touch the ground, although it be hugged to the body of the catcher :— Caught.”

23. Or, if in playing at the ball provided it be not touched by the bat or hand, the
striker be out of his ground, and the wicket be put down by the wicket-keeper with the
ball or with hand or arm with ball in hand :—'* Stumnped.”

24. Or, if with any part of his person he stops the ball, which in the opinion of the
umpire at the bowler’s wicket shall have been pitched in a straight line irom it to the
striker's wicket, and would have hit it :—'‘l.eg before wicket."

25. Or, if in playing at the ball he hit down his wicket with his bat or any part of
his person or dress :—Hit wicket.”

26. Or, if under pretence of running, or otherwise, either of the batsmen wiltully
prevent a ball from being caught :—" Obstructing the field.”

27. Or il the ball be struck, or be stopped by any part of his person, and he wilfuily
strike it again, except it be done for the purpose of guarding his wicket, which he may do
with his bat or any part of his person, except his hands :—" Hit the ball twice.”

Either Batsman is out:—

28. The Batsman.—I{ in running, or at any other Hime, while the Ball ie in play,
he be out of his ground, and his wicket be struck down by the ball after touching any
fieldsman, or by the hand or arm (with ball in hand) of any fieldsman :(—* Run out.”

28. Or, if he touch with his hands or take up the ball while in play, unless at +he
request of the opposite side :—'' Handled the ball.’

30. Or, if he wilfully obstruct any fieldsman :—" Obstructing the field.”

31. Tf the batsmen have crossed each other, hie that runs for the wicket whichk i= put
dewn s out; if they have not cressed, he that has left the wicket which: is put down is out.

32. The striker being caught, no run shall be scored. A batsman being run out, that
rom which was being attempted shall not be scored.

33a. A batsman being out from any cause, the ball shall be “dead.”

33n. If the ball, whether struck with the bat or not, lodges in a batsman’s clothing,
the ball shall become ‘‘dead.”

31. Lost Ball.—If a ball in plav cannot be found a1 recovered any fieldsman may call
“lost ball,” when the ball shall be **dead'*; six runs shall be added to the score; but if
more than six runs have been run before ‘lost ball”* has been called, as many runs as
have been run shall be scored.

35. After the ball shall have been finally settled in the wicket-keaper's or bowler's
hand, it shall be *'dcad”; but when the bowler is about to daliver the ball, if the batsman
at his wicket be out of his ground before actual delivery, the said bowler may rza him
out; butif the bowler throw at that wicket and anv run result, it shall be scored ** no ball.”

3. A batsman shall not retire from his wicker and return to it to complete his innings
after another has been in, without the consent of the opposite side.

37. Substitute.—A substitute shall be allowed to field or run between wickets for any
player who may, during the match, be incapacitated from illness or injury, but for no
other rcason, cxcept with the consent of the oppasite side.

38. 1n all cases where a substitute shail be allowed, the consent of the opposite side
shall be obtained as to the persen to act as substitute, and the place in the field which he
shall take.

49. Tu caae any substitute shall be allowed to run between wickets, the striker may be
run out il cither he or his substitute be out of his ground. If the striker be out of his
grouad while the ball is in play, that wicket which he has left inay be put down and the
<iriker given out, although the other batsman may have made good the graund at that
aied, and the striker and Lis substitute at the other end.
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THE LAWS OF

CRICKET—Continued,

40. A batwman is Hable 1o be cul for any infringsment ui the laws by his substitute.

4l. The Tieldsnian.—The nuldsman may stop the ball with any part of his person,
but if ke wiifully stop 1t atherwise, the ball shall be “'dead,’’ and five runa added to the
scorp; whatever tuna may have been made, five oaly shall be added.

42. Wicket-keeper.—The wicket-kecper shall stand behind the wicket, 1f he shall
take the ball for the purpose of stumping before it has passed the wicket, or if he shall
incommode the striker by any noise or motion, or if any part of his person be over or
before the wicket, the striker shall not be out, excepiing under Laws 2, 27, 28, 29, and 30.

43. Duties of Umpires.—The umpircs are the sole judges of fair or unfair play, of
the fitness of the ground, the weather, and the light for play. All disputes shall be
determined by them, and if they disagree the actual state of things shall continue.

44. They shall pitch fair wickets, arrange boundaries when necessary, and the allowances
to be made for them, and change end¢ after cach side has had one innings.

45. Thev shall allow two rudnutes for each striker to come in, and ten minutes between
each inppings. ‘When they shall call “ play,” the side refusing to play shall lose the match.

46. They shall not order a batsman out unless appealed to by {he other side.

N.B.—An appeal, “How's that?" covers all ways of being out (within the jursdic-
Hon of the umpire appealed to}, unless 2 specific way of getting out is stated by the
person asking.

47. The umgire at the bowler’s wicket shall be aprealed to before the other umpire in
all eases scept in those of stumping, hit wicket, run out at the striker’s wicket, or arsing
ont of Law 42; butin any case in which an umpire is unahle to give a decision, he shall
appeal to the other umpire, whose decision shall be final.

484. If either umpire be pot satisfied of the absclute fairness of thie delivery of any
ball he shall call ““no ball.”

485. The umpire shall take especial care to call “no ball” instantly upon delivery;

.“wide ball’’ as soon as it shall have passed the striker.

49. If either batsman run a short run, the umpire shall call “cone short,” and the run
shall not be scored.

5G. After the nmpire has called “ over,”’ the ball is “ dead,” but an appeal may be made
as to whether either batsman is out; such appeal, however, shall not be made after the
delivery of the next ball, nor aiter any cessation of play.

51. No umpire shall be allowed to bet.

52. No umpire shall be changed during a match, unless with the consent of both sides,
cxcept in case of violation of Law 31, then cither side may dismiss him.

33. Following Innings.—The side which bats first and leads by 150 runs {in Australia
204 runs) 1n a match of three days or more, or by 100 runs in a two days’ match, shalil
have the option of requiring the other side to follow their innings.

54. Declaring Innings at an End.—The in-side may declare their innings at an end
in a match of three davs or more, at any time on the second day; in a two days' match
on the second day, at any time; in a one day maich at any time.

ONE DAY MATCHES.

1. The side which bats first and leads by 75 runs shall have the oplion of requiring the
other side to follow their innings.

2. The match, unless plaved ont, shall be decided by the first fnniugs. Prior to the
commencement of a match it may be agreed that the over consists ¢! five or six balls.

N.B.—4 tic is included in the words “played out.”

THE LAWS OF SINGLE WICKET.

The Iawse ore, where they apflv, the tame as fhe above, with the folloming
allsiations and addilions —

1. One wicket shail be pitched, as in Law £, with a bowling stump opposile fo it, at a
distance of twentv-two vards. The bowling crease shall be in a line with the bowling
stump, and drawn according to Law 7.

2. When there shall be less than five players on a side, bounds shall Le placed twenty-
‘wo yards each in a line from the ofi and leg stumy.

The ball must be hit hefore the bounds to entitle the striker to a run, which run
cannot be obtained unless he touch the bowling stump or crease in a line with his bat, or
some part of his person, or go beyond them, and return to the popping crease.

4. When the striker shall Lit the hill ene of Lis {cet must e on the ground behind
the popping crease, otherwizce the umnpire shaif call ' no hit.” w1 no run shall be scored.

6. When there shall be less than five players oa a side, ueither byes, leg-byes, nor
overthrows shall be allowed, nor zhall the sttiker be caughi out behind the wicket nor
stumped. i

6. The fieldsman must return the ball so that it shall cross the ground batween the
wicket and the bowl.ug stump, or between the bowling stump and the bounds; the striker
may run till the ball be so rclurncd.

7. After the striker shall have made onc run, if he start again he must touch the
bowling stump or erease, and turn before the halt cross the sround to entitle him to anather.

8. The striker shall be entitled to three runs for lost ball, and the same number for ball
wilfully stopped by a fieldsman otherwise than with any part of his person.

9. When there shall be more than four players on a side there shall be no heunds.
All hits, byss, leg-byes, and overthrows =hall be then allowed.

10. There shall be no restriction as to the ball heing bowled in overs, but no mote than
one minute shall be allowed between cach ball.

CLASSIFICATION OF COUNTIES.

Cricketing countics shall be considered as belonging {o first-class or second-class. Tliro
is no necessity for further sub-division.

First-class counties arc those whose mialches, with one another, with M.C.C. and Grouncl,
with the Universities, with the Australians, aud such other elevens as shall be adjndgad
“first-class matches” by the M.C.C. Comumittee, arc used in compilation of first-class
batting and bowling avcrages. Second-class counties are those nat included in fivst-class
and the second clevens of first-class counties.

There shall be no limit to the number of first or sccond-class counties. The M.C.C.
gon;;ni;:tee may bring new counties into the list, may remove existing ones from it, or may

o both,

THE LAWS OF COUNTY CRICKET.

L. A cricketer born in one county and residing in another may not play faor move than
one county during the same season.

QUALIFICATION BY BIRTH.
2. A cricketer is always eligible to play for the county of his birth

QUALIFICATION BY RUISIDENCE.

3. A crickeier 1s qualificd to play for any countv in which he has resided for ihe
previous 24 months, and is residing, bul :—

{@) The mere acquirement or hiring of a tenemeut, unless used as a bona fide home,
does not constitute ' residence.”

(8) The occupation of a tenement during the cricket season only does not constitute
“residence."

4. Where a cricketer uses, as residences in the course of the year. tenemenls in no
than one county, or where he leaves the country for the winter inonths, and in all other
cases where his qualification is in any doubt, it is ablizatory on the county far which he
wishes to play to prove his qualificalion to ithe satisfaction of the M.C.C.

5. A cricketer who has played for a countyv for five suceessive vears is qualified lo play
for that connty for the rest of his cricket carcer, or until he plavs for some ather county.

6. A cricketer may play for his old county during the (wo years thal he is qualifying
for another.

TRANSFERS.

7. A ericketer already qualified for a county, but wishing o qualify by residence for
another county, must give nofice in writing to the cricliet club commitiee of the former
county before he commences such residence; and a county ericket club wishing to engage,
nnder a residential qualification, a cricketer who is already qualified for anather county
club, must inform the comnultee of the latler before commencing negotiations with the

cricketer.

ATPEAL.
w

8. Should any question arise under these rules, it shall be left to the decision of the
Comuitttee of the Maryleboue Club, which =hall be fnal.



