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Instructions to Umpires

An Umpire should stand where he can clearly see the act upon which his
decivion may be required.

An Umpire wishing to stand on the off side of the wickel instead of the
leg side should ask the permission of the Captain of the Lelding sude

TIME
(See Law 459

The Uimpires should ugree between themselves, before play, what waich
or clock they shall follow in deciding intervals and elose of play.

Save as prowided by the Laws the Umpires have no right to interfere 1n
the progress ol the game except on appeal.

As to limishing an over see Notes 10 Law 23,

Al the end of an over the Umpire at the bawler’s wicket should distinetly
call ** over ™ betore leasing the wicket.

BROLLING WICKET. The responsibility of supervising the rolling of
the prich betare play. will. in the lirst plice, rest with the Umpires.

Umpires are not obhiged o stund near the wickel in order 10 supervise
the rolling.

~The ground muay be rolled for seven minutes immediately before 4 match
begins, but the roller must be off the ground so as 1o ullow play to commence
at the stpuluted ume.

THE SCORERS. - It is not the scorer’s business o diclate to the Umpire.
The Umpire should direct the scourer what ta record.

FLTNESS OF GROUND FOR PLAY. At the commencement of a
muatch, the Limpires may be appealed 10 by either side as (o the Ltaess of the
ground Yor play,

Should they not agree. pluy will not commence until they are sgreed.

Umpires are nol justilied in deaiding the ground unfit for play merely
because the grass is wet and the ball would, 1n conseguence, be shippery.

I order to facilitate play at the earlicst possible moment in wet weather
the Umpires shall see that the foot holes made by the bowlers and batsmen
are cleaned our, dried and hilled up with sawdust at any time during the match,
althaugh the game 15 not actually in progress.

In case of interruption from rain, as soon as the rain has ceased, the Umpires
shall, immediaiely, without further instruction, nspect the wicket, unaccom-
panicd by any of the players, and decide upon ats fitness.  Should it prove unlit,
they shall continue Lo inspect at mtervals, until they decide that it is it for play,
when they shall call upon the players to resume the game.

I'he ground s unlit for play -when water stands on the surface, ar when
it 1s 80 wel, muddy, or shippery as to deprive the bowlers of a reasonable foot-
hold, or the ficldsmen of the power of free movement. ]

The Umpires are niot to be hiased by the opinions of either side, sull less
are Lhey to allow themselves to be influenced by the impaticnce of the spectators
for a resumpnion of the game, and are not to be induced, by the public interest
in a particular match, 1o declare the ground fit for play, unless they would
consider the ground lit under any aircumstances.

Unmpires should not eall = Time ~ before the Over is finished

s E RN g FR ST T ~E=

£
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THE TITNESS OF LIGHT_FOR PLAY - The Limpires may decide,
on appeal from the Captons, ~hould the Litter disagree. that there s net
sutlicient lyght for pliy.  Should the hight improve before the time for drawing
siumps, they sinall sithout waiting for instructions, call upon the players to
resume the game

In the event ol the Caprains agreemg as lo the condition of the ground
or light, the Umpires will, so Tar, be rehiesed of their responsibility.

DICISION.  An !'mpire is only (ustified in appealing to the other
Umpire when fie s unable (o decide, owing to his having heen prevented trom
seeang the occurrence on which the appeal bised. He nol 1o appedl lo
the ather Umpire in cases on which he could give a decision, merely because
e s unwilling o pive tiat deasion.  1f he be inoany doubt, tie pril_'._c:plu laid
down in Law 46, = That the existing stale of thungs shall continue.” shall be
tolluwed. and in consequence, the decision should be in favour of the barsman

An Umpire may alter his decision it in the hurry of the moment ar by a
ship of the tongue he has given a wrong one 5 provided that such aiteration is
made promipily.

On giving a decision the Umpire should make sure that the batsman
understands what the decision s,

NO BALL.—The special attenuon of Umpires is called to Law 26, which
directs them to call * No Ball,”" unless absolutely satisfied of the fairness of the
delivery.

FAIR AND UNFAIR PLAY

(i) The umpires are cntitled to intervenc without appeal in the case of
unfuir play, but should not otherwise interfere with the pregress of
the game, except as required to do so by the Laws.

{i1)  Intheevent of a player fuiling to comply with the instructions of an
Umpire or criticising his decisions, the Umpires should in the first
place request the captains lo lake action, and if this proves
ineffective, report the incident forthwith 1o the exccutives of the
teams taking part in the match.

(i) Itisillegal for a player to lilt the seam of the ball in order to obtain
a better hold. Tn such a case the Umpire will il necessary change
the ball for one which has had similar wear, and will warn {he
captain that the practice is unfair.  The use of resin, wax, cle., by
bowletrs is also unfiir, but 4 bowler may dry the ball when wet an a
towel or with sawdusl,

(iv) An Umpire is justified in intervening under this Law should any
player of the ficlding side incommode the striker by any noise or
motion while he is receiving a ball,

(vy [t is the duty of Umpires 1o intervene and prevent players from
causing damage 1o the pitch which may assist the bowlers.

(vi) The persistent bowling of fist short-pitehed balls is unfair if, in the
opinion of the Umpire at the bewler's end, il constitutes z
systematic attempt av intimidation.  In such event he must idopt
the following procedure:

(@) When he decides that such bowling is becoming persistent he
forthwith ** cautions *" the bowler.

{b) If this = caution " is ineffective, he informs the eaptain of the
fielding side and the other Umpire of what luis oceurred.
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(¢) Should the above prove ineffective, the umpire at the bowler's
end must:

(i) At the first repetition eall * Dead Ball,”™ when the over
is reparded as completed.

(i) Direct the captain of the ficlding side to take the bowler
all forthwith, The captain shall 1ake the bowler off as
directed.

(iti) Report the occurrence to the captain ol the batting side
as soon as an interval of play takes plagce.

A bowler who has been " taken o' ™' as above may not

bowl again during the same tnnings.

(vii)  Any attempt by the batsmen 10 steal a run during the bowler's run
up is unfair. Unless the bowler throws the ball at either wicket
tsee Laws 26, Note 2, and 27, Note 2), the Umpire should call
“ Dead Ball " as soon as the balsmen cross o any such attempt to
run, after which they return o their original wickers.
Na player shall leave the field for the purpose of having i rub down
or showet while play is actually in progress.

(vili)

REPORTING. It is the duty of Umpires appointed by the Captains
of the first and second class Counlies 10 report ta the Scoretary M.C.C. any
ciase. on or off the ficld, of a player critivising or showing resentment to the
decision of an Umpire. The Umpires. are, however, required [0 give notice
to the Captains during the match that it s their intention to make a report.

THE BAT.- -Umpires should see that there is no infringement of Law 6.
When in doubt as to the widih of a bat they should use the goupe.

DUTIES. —All Umpires shall report themselves 10 the manager of the
ground gne hour before the commencement of each day’s play, and they shalt
muake a point of seeing that the wickets, bats and balls are in accordance with
the Laws of the game, and they must remember that the vonduct of the game
and the state of the ground is within their junsdictian,

LUNCHEQN. - The intervul tor luncheon shall be 45 minutes.  la the
event of the last wichst falling within two mnutes of the time arranged for the
luncheon the game shall be resumed ot the usuadl hour, no aliowance being muade
ror the ten nunutes between the innings.

NEW BALL.— After 200 runs have been made with a bull in the County
Compeution the fielding side can demand a new onc.

Umpires should inform the batsman when a new ball is aboul tu be used.

All cricket balls used in County cricket matches should be submitted to
and approved by the Cuiptains of the competing sides before the mutches
begin.



