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- A PLAYERS GUIDE TO
THE LAWS OF CRICKET

Aliee many veais of deltheration the MCC has rewrnitten the Lanws of Cncket. The 1980 Coda has
now hoon issued wh:ch ot s hoped swwill make rhe Laws ssimpleor yel more precise. i

This version of the Laws hoi been watten with the iacal feague player in mind, Maay itoms thot
rolate to the First Class game and Umpires, have heen onurted. Each iaw has boen indivedually
sumnnanead and appears in the same order as the 1950 Code.

it is important that the Captains know their Lanws! there aie some sixty refcrences made to himin
the Laawws and iz is his responsibility tlaw 32) to ensure that play is within the SPIRIT as well as the
LAW of the game
March 1980 J. Trevar Marsdon

LAW 1 THE PLAYERS A match is pluyed between two sides, pach of eleven players, one to be
captain, and a depuly shall act when he 15 not avalable Befoie the 1055 the Captain shall nominata
his players, wha then cannot be changed without the oppasing Captain's consent.

LAW 2 SUBSTITUTES AND RUNNERS. BATSMAN OR FIELOSMAN LEAVING THE FIELD.
BATSMAN RETIRING. BATSMAN COMMENCING INNINGS A subsuitute shall be allowed by right. to
field o1 run lor anv playen injwed ar incapacitated after nomination. The oppesing Captain’s consent
is tequired for any other reason. A Substitute may field anywhere, but the apposition may object to
him becoming wicket heeper. The Substitute cannot bat or bowl. bul any player may bat, bowl or lield
even i 3 subsnhitute has acted lor tim.

A runner, padded and gloved as the batsman. may run for a batsman incapacinated after the
nomumation and where possible should have previously batted himsell, An njured batsman s out Jf
his runner Handles Ball, Obstructs Field or 1s Run Out. and as the siriker the imured batsman can
himselt he Run Out ar Stumped. it the injured batsman brings himself into the game and interlercs
wih play he sulfers any penaltics thereby. No runs are scared when injured batsman is Run Qui tonly
a1 Wicket-keeper's ond]. A batsman may retire his innings at any tme 1f due 10 llness, etc. He can
resum¢ ai the fall of a wicket. or when another batsman retires It the batsman retires other than
through being incapacitated he needs the opposing Captain’s permission to resume fus innings A

batsman's innings commences onca he has stepped onto the hicld of play. Before leaving the Licld the
barsman must nouify the Bowling end Umpire

No ticldsman shou!d leave the field. or return 1o it without the permission of the Bowling end
Umnpire. Ikewise @ substitule coming on after a break in play. It a fielder returns te play afier being
ol more than 15 minutes playing time he may not bow| until he has been back on field as long as he
was off,

LAW 3 THE UMPIRES Once appaointed the Umpies cannot be changed without the consent of
both Caplains. Befare the toss the umpies and captains shall agree on any Special Regulations,
League Rules. Local Conditions and boundaries which affect the game

The umpires are the sole judges of far and unfan play They are the sole jJudges as to the tilness
of the ground, weather and light for play but before deciding to stop, start ar te-commence play they
shall establish the wishes of both Captains. I the umpires consider the light is too bad tor play and
the batsmen wish to conunua, @ later appeal for light shall not be upheld unless conditions
doteriprate.

Umpires shall stand where they can besl see play even if requested 10 stand clsewherc by 1he
bowler. All disputes shall be determuned by the umpites and should they disagree the actual state of
things shall continue.

The umpites areresponsible for the correctness of scores throughout and at the end of the inning

LAW 4 THE SCORERS All runs scored shall be recorded by two scarers whao should check
trequently the scores agree. and they shall accept and immediately acknowledge all signals given by
the umpnes. Scoters are expected 10 consult with the Umpiras 10 clarnty any doubts they may have
and must accept any instructions. even it they do not agree with them. ¥

LAW 5 THE BALL Before the toss Umpires and Captains shall approve all balls 1o be used The
ball. when new or to be used, shall weigh between 5 and §% 02, and measure between 8'7
and 97 in encumterence. Should a ball become last ar untit {or play the umpires are 1o replace it with

one ol simifar wear.

LAW 6 THE BAT Shallnatnelonger than 387, the ade made of wood and not more than 4%
wide If 1115 covered, or bound, the binding may not be more than v’ thick There arg no imitations
on waight or thickness

LAW 7 THE PITCH This is the arca between the howling creases 122 yds. long) and 5° enher
side of the centra of the stumps {10/t wadel. The groundsiman is responsible lar the selection and
ureparation of o pitch betare the toss, and the umpues are responsible aller the toss.

LAW B THE WICKETS Two sets of wickets cach 9 wide, 287 high consisting ef 3 wooden
stumps of equal widih sutheiently wide 10 prevent a ball passing throuqh are sat oppaesite and parallel
22 yds hom cenire 10 eentre. Twa woaden bails 45" long and vehen placed on lop of wickels do not
project more than % " above.

LAWSA THECREASES Thebhowlingcrease ismarked inline with the stumps B' 8° long, with the
slumps in the centro

The back edge af the popping creasg 18 maiked 4° in front af the centre of the stumps and parallel
10 them and éxtends a mummum of &' cither side of the slumps' ¢éntre, but s deemed of unlimied
lenglh

The inside edne ol the return crease 1s marked al each end of and at ught angles 10 the bowing
crease 1l extends farwards to the popping crease and marked a minimium of 4° bohind and deemed
unhmuited in lenqgth.

LAaw 10 MAINTENANCE OF PITCH Pitch may be swept and then rolled for 7 minutes botween
innings, but may not be rolled aller toss unless slart delayed. The groundsman’s pre match
preparation is sulficient. No watenng duringmatcir. Croases should be re marked whenever possible
Either balsman may beal the pitch with his bat, and all players may secure theirr foot holds with
sawdus!, providing it 1s not used unflanly,

LAW 11 COVERING THE PITCH Tho pilch may be covered completely until a mateh is due to
start, but once started, unless by Speeial Requlations, only the bowler's tun ups and ro mare than
4" in front of popping crease may be covered, But if weather s fine the covers should bie removed as
carly as possible.

LAW 12 THE INNINGS The Captains {or their depulics) to 10ss on the ficld of play at least 1§
minutes befoie start ol play. and the winner must noufy the opposing captamn of his choice lo bat on
bowl at leas1 10 minutes belore the starl, and cannat then change his mind.

The duration of the match may be govorned by League Rules.

LAW 13 FOLLOW ON For Lcague Cricket see League Rules.

LAW 14 DECLARATIONS A Caplamn may declare his inmings closed at any lime. even if by doing
sa he loses the match.

LAW 15 START OF PLAY At the starl, or restart of play. the Bowling end umpire calls “'Play ', no
practice run ups nre aflowed after, unless a1 the fall of a wicket. and then onlyf itis noL wasting time
No practice is allowed a1 any time on the pitch. and nonc anywherg on the ficld if this is wasting time

LAW 16 INTERVALS Anniervalol 10 minutes istaken between inmings, but this may be as parl
of a meals interval, A 1ea interval may be taken duning a stoppaqe, for weather or light. or the
Captains may ageee 1o lorgo the 1ea interval The Captains may agree 10 a dninks inlerval {or torgo
it) of not longer than § minutes. If a wicket [alls within & minutes of drinks 1hey should be taken
immediately

LAW 17 CESSATION OF PLAY The bowiing end umpure calls “'Time'' at the cessanon of play,
before intervals or interruptions and at the end ol play and removes the bails. No appeals are valid
after "Time'' called even if bails are not removed

LAW 18 SCORING The score shall be reckoned by runs. Runs are scored when hatsmen have
crossed and made gnod 1their ground irem end to end, or a boundary is scored, of ponalty runs
awarded

If gither batsman fails to make gaod his ground wher turning for a fusther run the umpire shall call

and signal all such short runs when the hall is dead. Although a sharl run shortens the suc. ecding
onc the latler ¢ounts 1l completed. It both balsmen run the same run shart only one skort run
deducted. If the batsmen deliberately run shorl, and the lielders have no chance of dismissir  either
batsman the bail is called “dead”” and cny runs attempted, or scored, are disallowed: the batsmen
return 10 their grginal posituns

I the striker 1s caught out no runs are scored. li either batsman is tun out, all completed runs count
and anly the attempted run discounted. but il the injured striker is run out. no runs counl. If baisman
15 aut obstructing the tield all completed funs ¢aunt, bul il out obstructing a caich ne runs allowed
and Whe strker is aut even if obstruclion caused by non-striker.

Baundanes are scoted. usually 4 and 6. as prewausly agreed Once crassed batsmen do not return 10

their eriginal ends unless a boundary is scored, disallowance of runs, or the imjurcd baisman is run out.

1 prpalty tun s scored lor g warde or no buall 1l furthor tuns are not 9eored, § runs lar alost ball, and
S 1uns addrd to any scored 1uns for illegal ielding

LAW 19 BOUNDARIES Bglon: the toss the umpires and captains shall agees on the houndary
fwher possible it should ba Marked) and agree on the tuns fof boundanes, usually 4 ang 6 An
obsiruction or person inside the boundary are not houndarncs unless agreed before the 1085 Sight
acreens partly or completely inside boundary shali count as 1he houndary

Four runs are allowsed if the ball qoos aver the boundary, sirkes, sven when full piich, or passes
under a sight screen partially inaidn houndary Six rung arg scored if hall pitehas auer or cledr ol 1the
boundary Iine even il (1 was previously touched, or carned aver by a lLielder, Six runs ~cored of ball
completely clears sereen partially ingide boundary.

A boundary counls if a firlder vath bait in hand touches ot grounds any pdrt of ms persan en or ovear
the boundary fine, bul he may lean on or over a boundary 1enee 10 prevent a boundary of 1o make a
caich.

It mare runs are completed than the boundary allowance. at the mstant the ball ieaches 1he
boundary, 1they shall count. i the bgundary results from an oserthrow ai a frelder’ s wiiful acl any iuna
already compleled plus the boundary are added to the score plus the run in orogeass, f the batsman
had crossed at the instant ol tho throw or act.

The Boundary is the inside edga of any line marking it
LAW 20 LOSY BALL Six runs are added to the score «f a lielder cannat find or recover o ball in

play whan he calls “"Lost Ball'" I the batsmen have completed mare than 8 runs thoses runs ahall
counl, Any runs scored are added to the Sinker’'s score 1f he hil the ball otherwise they are counted (\
as the approprale extras lad

Batsmen rjo to wickets nearest them at the instant of the call.

LAW 21 THE RESULT A maich shall be 1051 by a side who duning the mateh refuses to glay or
concedes defeat.

It both batsmen at the wickot or the fielding side feave the lield at any tima without the umpire’s
consent this constituies a refusal to play and on appeal the umpires shall award the match 1o the
team that remains.

Il 1he side batling second scores maora runs than the side batting first, they shall win, but if they
are all out tor a 10tal less than the side batting first tha hirst side wins. but if the second s.de are ali
oul for the same 10lal then the result shall be a ue

o

I the side batung second are not all out when time s reached, and have scored the samé of fawer '
runs than the team batnng fisst the match is drawn ior the pievalling League Rule apolies! A
The umpires are responsible for the correciness of the scares. If after leaving the field in the beliet b=

the match was concluded the scores were found to be incarrect they will infarm the captains, and
i1 ime aliows play will be resumed 1f1ime has not been reached the umpites shall notfy 1he caplains \
of 1he carreclions to the scares and the captains shall accept the result o arrived at

LAW 22 THE OVER Theball shall be bowled from each wicket alternately in overs consisting of }_‘_1
6 ar 8 balls according 1o agracment hefore start, and when the number of tair balls s bewled, or the 1
ball becoming dead. over is called. A wide or no ball shall not count as a faie ball.

It an umpire miscounts the number of balls the over shall stand. A howler may change ends as
often as he likes providing he does not bawl Iwo consccutive avers. A bowler is to finish the aver in
progress. in the case ol interruption. or if incapacitated ancther bowler 10 complete i,

LAW 23 DEAD BALL The ball becomes dead when it 1s hnally settled wn the hands of the E
Stumper or Bowler; when it reaches the boundary; a batsman 1s out; lodging in clothing al an umpire
or batsman {including his equipment]; in a fielder’s protective helmet: an lost ball ar illegal frelding
and when ime or over is called An umpire calls dead ball lor: unfair play: sericus injury ta a player "
orumprire; when satished the stokeris not ready: if the bawler accidentally diops ball before delivery ™
or i1 does nol leave his hand; when a bal falls frem striker’'s wicket before he receves delivery, if the
umpires confer and when disallowing log byes. The ball ceascs 1o be dead when the bowler starts his.
run up ot bawling action.

The ball is not dead when it strkes an umpire funless lodges in his clothingl, when the wicket is
broken funless a batsman is out), an an unsuccessful appeal or when a wide or no hall is called. It
dead ball s called befare stuker aciually receives a delivery then another ball i1s bawied.

LAW 24 NOBALL If the bowler fails to noufy the umpire of his mode of defivery, ar changes his
mode of delivery ne ball is called. It either umpire 15 nol satisfied the ball is dehivered faily, no ball
called. A ball shall be deemed throwsn Jf, whether partial ar complete. the bowling atm straightens
during the delivery swing. It 1s a no ball if the back fool touches or breaks any past af 1he return
creases, or if no part ol the froni faol is behind the popping crease whether graunded or raised in the
delivery stride I ball 1s tnrawn al sinkei’s wicket in attempt 1o run him out, if any part ol wicket
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keeper 1sin tront of stumps during delivery. it moie b 1Y L = s
if any fielder stands on, or any pail of his person e e .

If the bowler, before delivering ball. attempts tc
are no ball runs. but the ball does not count in th
A no ball can be called for the bowling of 8 ''b
A penalty of ane run 1s scored if na further runs
any runs scored are ¢redited ta bis score otherw
The steker can be aut ofl a no bafl if he hits bi
bal! or obstructing field. |l a batsman s cutoff ar
stored
A no ball does nol count in the aver. o
LAW 25 WIDEBALL Aballpassingsohighe E
teach n irom his normal stance 1s a "Wide Ball™ - 1
fram his narmal stance thus causing the ball to |
and in doing so brngs 1t within reach
All runs which resuit from a wide ball. which
tesult ane penalty run shall be added to the sco
wide ball. Should the striker hit a bali called wie
I & delweted ball stops betore tecachung the
baitsman is aliowed to have one strke enly at
umpire puts the ball where 1t was, orders the fielc
batsman a strke. If the batsman does not wish
dead
The sitker can be out off a wide ball |l he hit
outl Handled Ball or Obstiucting Field or Run O
A wide ball does nat count n Lhe aver
LAW 26 BYE ANDLEG BYE From afairbal
or his bat, any runs scored are byes If the stnky
hit and the ball tils his persoan ynot a hand hole
When no attempt 10 play at or evade the ba'l
has been completed. or the batsmen are not alt
ball 15 calied and the batsmicn return 1o thar o

LAW 27 APPEALS A batsman cunnot be ¢
stan1s his run up lor the next ball {even il aver
that #** covers all ways of baing out

1 an umpire turns down an appeal the otin
unsdiction,

U the umpires have any doubt ahaut the dat
intervene | saushed that a batsman. not h
misapprehension that he had been dismissed

The umpire's decis:on s final, bul he can cr

The helding Captan can wilhdraw an appe:
hias not lely the playing area. and the umpire ¢

% LAW 28 THE WICKET IS DOWN The wi
the tap of the stumps by 1he ball, the sinker's £
hoiding the biall in lns hand by removinig a bai

H the bails are off @ stlump must be complets
ball must be inthe hand doing the puthng. If @
the wicket down to temave e remaining ba
all thiee stumps aie ow ol ground, a1 least or
re make the swickel while the ball is o play
I the baids have heen dispunsed wath, 1t 1s
when the wicket 1s put down. h may rot be o
LAW 29 BATSMAN OUT OF HIS GROUNI
in his nand, ar purt of lis geisan is grounded
LAW 30 BOWLED A batsman s out hov

May hjve been deflected by his bat or persor

yuard his wicket,

LAW 31 TIMED QUT
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11 o baisman wilfully 1akes mare than 2 rinutes to come on ta the held
lrom the moment a wicket 1als, he may be given aut on appeal Enlared i scoie book as * Timed

a'", Umpires to establish cause of non
“7-n's jab to eénsure batsmen cre
“~o5 not get credit. Y
" a ball 1ouche: :
¢s the groung
:omipletmg the - 5
line. but may I - .
1t accidentally
elder's prolect
ick twice it m iy

1il it rebounds
t, in which cas
an obsuuction ]

d then catrying
ball up white it

to catch it the
wght no runs ¢ (
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WALL TWICE T
15 person. he w
sicket. -
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gel credit

2T The Swiker =
ng to play a ba e ' (
a out i in seltir -
wicket

1¢ batsman 1s 0
dress or equipm
provided thatl
ide and the pair
nt by stnker 1c
de the off stum
ITING THE FIEL(
o siker outil a —_—_—
while lawlully g B, :
ton by a baismi
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Euher batsma

A butif a battern
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balsmen have © Yy =
ey have not cra:
ol hiscrease and
: end. 1his later
Q15 arunout. all

13 run out No run
: run oul unless ¢
al gut credit,

oo, Please

) le the batsman s out of his ground. other than in atlempling 1o tun 1N¢ STumper
may take the Ball in frant of the stumps only it 1he ball has 10uched the sinker, or his bat. s sull a
atumping il tho bali rebounds ofl the stumper’s parsan ar he kichs ar thraws the ball to break the wicket.
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W40 THE WICKETKEEPER The wicket kecper must remain whaolly behind the wickot until
=hes the striker or his bal, passecs the wickel. or the stuker attempt a run. If he does nat
iby square leg umpirel. If the stumper intecferes with the sirker’'s nght 1o play the
s wicket, 1he siuuker can only be out if ha Handles Ball, Hits Bail twice. Obsirusts the
Dut.
‘ully guarding his wicket the striker obstructs the siumper he can anly be out
taking a cateh.
€ FIELDSMAN A lielder may stop the ball with any part of his person, but if he
! any ather way 5 runs are to be aoded ta any runs alrcady scored 1l no runs were
uns added. Batsmen da no change ends | I the balsmen have crassed then thal run
he sinker has hitthe ball the runs are added o his score, othenwise the runs are added
ate extras,
alled if there are mare than 2 felders behind the popping erease on the leg s:de at Lthe
ory.
has made cantact with the bal, the striker, or passes his bat, ng hielder, ather thun tha
tand an. ar have any part of his person, vatended over the pitch, otherwise this
o ball
dFAIR PLAY Ilis the capiain’s responsibility ta ensure the match is played within the
5 the laws of the game. The umpires are saole judges ot fair and unfair play and dead
han they intervenc
are not allowed ta it the scam of the ball and 1he ball will be changad Jf they do sa
1ay inspecl the ball at any time
1ay pohish the ball if he 15 not wasting time or using any aruficial substance. A bail can
1 1owel or sawdust. ard mud remaved by wiping 11 on the giass
ries to distracl the stuler by noise or achion dead ball 1s called If a helder wiltully
Isman when running. the ballis called dead and all iuns plus 1he run Bemg attempled,
scored, are allowed
piiched ball, 1s one which would pass at or higher than tha suker’s shoulder n
nee, and 1s unfar it used as an attempt to mtmidate. On the firs1 occasion no bail
1w bowler is cautioned, the other umpire. fielding caplain and butsmien are infarmed
d, no ball called. 1he bowler receives a final warning and the olhers are agan inigrmed
etition. no ball called. bowle: ardered to be taken oH, he is not aluwed 10 bowl again
1 agan inlarmed, anather bowler 15 10 complete the over other than bowler frum
owler lrom next over] and tha bosler 1s 10 be 1eparied 1o the Goverming Body for the
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1th full pitch 1s considered unfair and the cautiorung, waonling Jand achaon against the
Aousis 1aken Any larm of ime wasiing 1s cansideted untfan angd the fielding eaptain
hall be caunened On repetitian a final warring 18 made and 1l this proves ineifeclive,

Body lar the match 15 nonfied A bowler waking loo long over howbng an over can he
ined. taken eff and reporied

uns on any part of 1the mitch maore than 40 franl of tho popping crease. and 1 either
uddle stump, he s cauboned the first ume, finally worned and then taken off and
smen and helders alsa damaging this 50° 2" arca af the mitch ¢an be cauhuned
:porled

wasting time can he cautioned. warned and reported 1o the Governing Bedy for (he
than in exceptional cwcumstances. tne Batstnan should always be regdy 10 take stake
vler 1s ready 1o start his run up
31 by a batsman to stedl a run dunng the bowler's run up 15 unfan play. and the howler
to run aut either batsman. [ no attempt {or 4 1un vul dead ball i called as sogn as the
s and they must relurn 1o their onginal wichkels
hows dissanl. by waord or actiar o laiis 10 comply with an umpig’s instzueficn. ar acls
y the game inta distepule. his captan sill be asked 16 take acoon ghnuld 1his be

\{L‘ ¢ inciient will be 1eporiced
: r .
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RAevised 1987 with the co cperation of the Assocuilion of Croket Umpires
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