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A PLAYERS GUIDE TO
THE LAWS OF CRICKET

J. Trevor Marsden
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Revised 1987 with the co operation of the Association of Cricket Umpires.
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After many years of deliberation the MCC has rewritten the Laws of Cricket. The 1980 Code has 
now boon issued which it is hoped will make the Laws simpler yet more precise.

This version of the Laws has been written with the local league player in mind. Many items that 
relate to the First Class game and Umpires, have been omitted. Each law has been individually 
summarised and appears in the same order as the 1980 Code.

H is important that the Captains know their Laws: there are some sixty references made to him in 
;hp i.nt s and it is his responsibility Haw 42) to ensure that play is within the SPIRIT as welt as the 
LAW of the game.
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LAW 9 THE CREASES

stumps in the centre.
The back edge of the popping crease is marked 4' in front of the centre of the stumps and r 

to them and extends a minimum of 6' either side of the stumps' centre, but is deemed of uni 
length.

The inside edge of the return crease is marked at each end of and at right angles to the bowling 
crease. It extends forwards to the popping crease and marked a minimum of 4' behind and deemed 
unlimited in length.

LAW 10 MAINTENANCE OF PITCH Pitch may be swept and then rolled for 7 minutes between 
innings, but may not be rolled after toss unless start delayed. The groundsman's pre match 
preparation is sufficient. No watering during i " .... ...
Either batsman may beat the pitch with hi;
sawdust, providing it is not used unfairly.

LAW 11 COVERING THE PITCH The pitch may be covered completely until a match is due to 
start, but once started, unless by Special Regulations, only the bowler's run ups and no more than 
4' in front of popping crease may be covered. But if weather is fine the covers should be removed as 
early as possible.

LAW 12 THE INNINGS The Captains (or their deputies) to toss on the field of play at least 15 
minutes before start of play, and the winner must notify the opposing captain of his choice to bat ot
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LAW 6 THE BAT Shall not be longer 
wide If it is covered, or bound, the bindinj 
on weight or thickness

LAW 7 THE PITCH This is the area between the bowling creases (22 yds. long) and 5' either 
side of the centre o'f the stumps (10<t wide). The groundsman is responsible for the selection and 
preparation of a pitch before the toss, and the umpires are responsible after the toss.

LAW 8 THE WICKETS Two sets of wickets each 9" wide, 28" high consisting of 3 wooden 
stumps of equal width sufficiently wide to prevent a ball passing through are set opposite and parallel 
22 yds from centre to centre. Two wooden bails 4 1 long and when placed on top of wickets do not 
project more than 'ri " above.

LAW 9 THE CREASES The bowling crease is marked in line with the stumps 8‘ 8" long, with the

1 penalty run :s scored for a wide or no bull if further runs are not scored, 6 rims for a lost bull, and 
5 runs added to any scored runs for illegal fielding

LAW 19 BOUNDARIES Before the toss the umpire
(where possible it should be marked) and agree on the ....... ..... . .. .
obstruction or person inside the boundary ate not boundaries unlcs-, agreed before the toss Sight 
screens partly or completely ins.de boundary shall count as the boundary.

Four runs arc allowed if the ball goes over the boundary, strikes, even when full pitch. or passes 
under a sight screen partially inside boundary Six runs are scored if ball pitches over or clear of the 
boundary line even if it was previously touched, or carried over by a fielder. Six runs '.cored if ball' 
completely clears screen partially inside boundary.

A boundary counts if a fielder with ball in hand touches or grounds any part of his person on or over 
the boundary line, but he may lean on or over a boundary fence- to prevent a boundary or to make a 
catch.

If more runs are completed than the boundary allowance, at the instant the ball reaches the 
boundary, they shall count. If the bqundary results from an overthrow or a fielder’s wilful act any runs 
already completed plus the boundary arc added to the score plus the run in progress, if the batsman 
had crossed at the instant of the throw or act.

The Boundary is the inside edge of any line marking it.
LAW 20 LOST BALL Six runs arc added to the score if a fielder cannot find or recover a ball m 

play when he calls "Lost Ball" If the batsmen have completed more than 6 runs those runs shall 
count. Any runs scored are added to the Sinker’s score if he hit the bail otherwise they are counted 
as the appropriate extras.

Batsmen go to wickets nearest thorn at the instant of the call.
LAW 21 THE RESULT A match shall be lost by a side who during the match refuses to play or 

concedes defeat.
If both batsmen at the wicket or the fielding side leave the field at any time without the umpire's 

consent this constitutes a refusal to play and on appeal the umpires shall award the match to the 
team that remains.

If the side batting second scores more runs than the side batting first, they shall win, but if they 
are all out for a total less than the side batting first the first side wins, but if the second side are ali 
out for the same total then the result shall be a tie.

If the side batting second are not all out when time is reached, and have scored the same or fewer 
runs than the team batting first the match is drawn (or the prevailing League Rule applies)

The umpires arc responsible for the correctness of the scores. If after leaving the field in the belief 
the match was concluded the scores were found to be incorrect they will inform the captains, and 
if time allows play will be resumed If time has not been reached the umpires shall notify the captains 
of the corrections to the scores and the captains shall accept the result so arrived at

LAW 22 THE OVER The ball shall be bowled from each wicket alternately in overs consisting of 
6 or 8 balls according to agreement before start, and when the number of fair balls so bowled, or the 
ball becoming dead, over is called. A wide or no ball shall not count as a fair ball.

If an umpire miscounts the number of balls the over shall stand. A bowler may change ends as 
often as he likes providing he does not bowl two consecutive overs. A bowler is to finish the over m 
progress, in the case of interruption, or if incapacitated another bowler to complete it.

LAW 23 DEAD BALL The ball becomes dead when: it is finally settled in the hands of the 
Stumper or Bowler; when it reaches the boundary; a batsman is out; lodging in clothing of an umpire 
or batsman (including his equipment); in a fielder's protective helmet; on lost ball or illegal fielding 
and when time or over is called An umpire calls dead ball for: unfair play; serious injury to a player 
or umpire; when satisfied the striker is not ready; if the bowler accidentally drops ball before delivery ~ 
or it does not leave his hand; when a bail falls from striker's wicket before he receives delivery, if the 
umpires confer and when disallowing leg byes. The ball ceases to be dead when the bowler starts his » 
run up or bowling action.

The ball is not dead when it strikes an umpire (unless lodges in his clothing), when the wicket is 
broken (unless a batsman is out), on an unsuccessful appeal or when a wide or no ball is called. If 
dead ball is called before striker actually receives a delivery then another ball is bowled.

LAW 24 NO BALL If the bowler fails to notify the umpire of his mode of delivery, or changes his 
mode of delivery no ball is called. If either umpire is not satisfied the ball is delivered fairly, no ball 
called. A ball shall be deemed thrown if, whether partial or complete, the bowling arm straightens 
during the delivery swing. It is a no ball if the back foot touches or breaks any part of the return 
creases, or if no part of the front foot is behind the popping crease whether grounded or raised in the 
delivery stride. If ball is thrown at striker's wicket in attempt to run him out. if any part of wicket

bowl at least 10 minutes before the start, and cannot then change his mind.
The duration of the match may be governed by League Rules.
LAW 13 FOLLOW ON For League Cricket see League Rules.
LAW 14 DECLARATIONS A Captain may declare his innings closed at any time, even if by doing 

so he loses the match.
LAW 15 START OF PLAY At the start, or restart of play, the Bowling end umpire calls "Play ", no 

practice run ups are allowed after, unless at the fall of a wicket, and then only if it is not wasting time. 
No practice is allowed at any time on the pitch, and none anywhere on the field if this is wasting time.

LAW 16 INTERVALS An interval of 10 minutes is taken between innings, but this may be as part 
of a meals interval. A tea interval may be taken during a stoppage, for weather or light, or the 
Captains may agree to forgo the tea interval. The Captains may agree to a drinks interval (or forgo 
it) of not longer than 5 minutes. If a wicket falls within 5 minutes of drinks they should be taken 
immediately.

LAW 17 CESSATION OF PLAY The bowling end umpire calls "Time" at the cessation of play, 
before intervals or interruptions and at the end of play and removes the bails. No appeals are valid 
after "Time" called even if bails are not removed

LAW 18 SCORING The score shall be reckoned by runs. Runs are scored when batsmen have 
crossed and made good their ground from end to end. or a boundary is scored, or penalty runs 
awarded

If either batsman fails to make good his ground when turning for a further run the umpire shall call 
and signal all such short runs when the ball is dead. Although a short run shortens the suc< ceding 
one the latter counts if completed. If both batsmen run the same run short only one short run 
deducted. If the batsmen deliberately run short, and the fielders have no chance of dismissir j either 
batsman the bail is called "dead" and any runs attempted, or scored, are disallowed; the batsmen 
return to their original positions.

If the striker is caught out no runs are scored. If either batsman is run out, all completed runs count 
and only the attempted run discounted, but if the injured striker is run out, no runs count. If batsman 
is out obstructing the field all completed runs count, but if out obstructing a cqtch no runs allowed 
and the striker is out even if obstruction caused by non-stnker.

Boundaries are scored, usually 4 and 6. as previously agreed. Once crossed batsmen do not return to 
their original ends unless a boundary is scored, disallowance of runs, or the injured batsman is run out.

1 THE WICKET-KEEPER The wicket keeper must remain wholly behind the wicket until 
■'•hes the striker or his bat. passes the wicket, or the striker attempt a run. If he does not

(by square leg umpire). If the stumper interferes with the striker's right to play the 
s wicket, the stiiker can only be out if he Handles Ball, Hits Bail twice. Obstructs the 
put.
:ully guarding his wicket the striker obstructs the stumper he can only be out 
taking a catch.

IE FIELDSMAN A fielder may stop the ball with any part of his per:
I any other way 5 runs are to be added to any runs already scored If
uns added. (Batsmen do no change ends.) If the batsmen have crossed then that run 

he striker has hit the ball the runs are added to his score, otherwise the runs are added 
ate extras.
ailed if there are more than 2 fielders behind the popping crease on the leg side at the 
cry.
has made contact with the bat. the striker, or passes his bat. no fielder, other than the 
land on. or have any part of his person, extended over the pitch, otherwise this 
o ball.
JFAIR PLAY It is the captain’s responsibility to ensure the match is played within the 
s the laws of the flame. The umpires are sole judges ot fair and unfair play and dead 
hen they intervene
are not allowed to lift the seam of the ball and the ball will be changed if they do so. 
lay inspect the ball at any time.
iay polish the ball if he is not wasting time or using any artificial substance. A bail can
i towel or sawdust, and mud removed by wiping it on the grass
ries to distract the striker by noise or action dead ball is called. If a fielder wilfully 
tsman when running, the ball is called dead and all runs plus the run being attempted, 
scored, are allowed
. pitched ball, is one which would pass at or higher than the striker’s shoulder, <n 
nee, and is unfair if used as an attempt to intimidate. On the first occasion no bail 
io bowler is cautioned, the other umpire, fielding captain and batsmen are informed, 
d, no ball called, the bowler receives a final warning and the others are again informed 
etition. no ball called, bowler ordered to be taken off. he is not allowed to bowl again.
i again informed, another bowler is to complete the over (other than bowler from 
owler from next over) and the bowler is to be reported to the Governing Body for the

LAW 1 THE PLAYERS A match is played between two sides, each of eleven players, one to bo 
captain, and a deputy shall act when he is not available Before the toss the Captain shall nominate 
his players, who then cannot be changed without the opposing Captain's consent.

LAW 2 SUBSTITUTES AND RUNNERS. BATSMAN OR FIELDSMAN LEAVING THE FIELD. 
BATSMAN RETIRING, BATSMAN COMMENCING INNINGS A substitute shall be allowed by right, to 
field or tun, lor any player injured or incapacitated after nomination. The opposing Captain's consent 
is requited for any other reason. A Substitute may field anywhere, but the opposition may object to 
him becoming wicket keeper. The Substitute cannot bat or bowl, but any player may bat, bowl or field 
even if a substitute has acted for him.

A runner, padded and gloved as the batsman, may run for a batsman incapacitated after the 
nomination and where possible should have previously batted himself. An injured batsman is out if 
his runner Handles Ball. Obstructs Field or is Run Out. and as the striker the injured batsman can 
himself be Run Out or Stumped. If the injured batsman brings himself into the game and interferes 
with play he suffers any penalties thereby No runs are scored when injured batsman is Run Out (only 
at Wicket-keeper's end). A batsman may retire his innings at any time if due to illness, etc. He can 
resume at the fall of a wicket, or when another batsman retires. If the batsman retires other than 
through being incapacitated he needs the opposing Captain's permission to resume his innings. A 
batsman's innings commences once he has stepped onto the field of play. Before leaving the field the 
batsman must notify the Bowling end Umpire.

No fieldsman should leave the field, or return to it. without the permission of the Bowling end 
Umpire, likewise a substitute coming on after a break in play. If a fielder returns to play after being 
off more than 15 minutes playing time he may not bowl until he has been back on field as long as he 
was off.

LAW 3 THE UMPIRES Once appointed the Umpires cannot be changed without the consent of 
both Captains. Before the toss the umpires and captains shall agree on any Special Regulations, 
League Rules. Local Conditions and boundaries which affect the game.

The umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. They are the sole judges as to the fitness 
of the ground, weather and light for play but before deciding to stop, start or re commence play they 
shall establish the wishes of both Captains. If the umpires consider the light is too bad for play and 
the batsmen wish to continue, a later appeal for light shall not be upheld unless conditions 
deteriorate.

Umpires shall stand where they can best see play even if requested to stand elsewhere by the 
bowler. All disputes shall be determined by the umpires and should they disagree the actual state of 
things shall continue.

The umpires are responsible for the correctness of scores throughout and at the end of the innings.
LAW 4 THE SCORERS All runs scored shall be recorded by two scorers who should check 

frequently the scores agree, and they shall accept and immediately acknowledge all signals given by 
the umpires. Scorers are expected to consult with the Umpires to clarify any doubts they may have 
and must accept any instructions, even if they do not agree with them. *

LAW 5 THE BALL Before the toss Umpires and Captains shall approve all balls to be used The 
bail, when new or to be used, shall weigh between 5’j and 5’/« oz , and measure between 8‘Y. ” 
and 9" in circumference. Should a ball become lost or unlit for play the umpires are to replace it with 
one of similar wear.

lh full pitch is considered unfair and the cautioning, warning and action against the 
/ious is taken. Any form of time wasting is considered unfair and the fielding captain 
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LAW 25 WIDE BALL A ball passing so high c 

reach n from his normal stance is a "Wide Ball", 
from his normal stance thus causing the ball to j 
and in doing so brings it within reach.

All runs which result from a wide ball, which 
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dead.
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LAW 26 BYE AND LEG BYE From a fair bal

or his bat. any runs scored are byes If the stnkr 
hit and the ball hits his person (not a hand hole-

When no attempt to play at or evade the ball 
has been completed, or the batsmen are not att 
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LAW 27 APPEALS A batsman cannot be < 
starts his run up for the next ball (even if ovei 
that?" covers all ways of being out.
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LAW 28

the top of the stui
holding the ball i>

If the bails are off a stump must be complete 
ball must be in the hand doing the pulling. If o 
the wicket down to remove the remaining bail 
all three stumps are out of ground, at least or 
re make the wicket while the ball is in play.

If the bails have been dispensed with, it is
when the wicket is put down. It may not be i

LAW 29 BATSMAN OUT OF HIS GROUNt
in his hand, or part of his person is grounded

LAW 30 BOWLED A batsman is out bov
may have been deflected by his bat or persor
guard his wicket.

LAW 31 TIMED OUT If a batsman wilfully takes more than 2 minutes to come on to the field 
from the moment a wicket falls, he may be given out on appeal. Entered in score book as "Timed

ins.de

