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Introduction
I had attended Waterside School near Bishop’s Stortford for two years between September 1981 and July 1983 (a wonderful place that sadly no longer exists) where I scored for the school’s first XI under the auspices of our master in charge of cricket, Tim Burleigh, who also taught me history in the first year I was there.

Having left the school,  I received a phone call from Tim the following February saying he had been appointed captain of Sawbridgeworth CC for the forthcoming 1984 season and “would you like to come and score for me?”  I admit I did have to think about it but when I accepted, it proved to be a decision that would change my whole life…….     

I joined at a pivotal time in the history of the club, who had recruited overseas players for the first time. While we weren’t the first Hertfordshire side to field foreigners, not many clubs had imports in those days.  We recruited David Pilkington, a fast bowler from North Sydney District Cricket Club, who played the whole season, and all rounder Brian McMahon, who went home halfway through the summer. 

Little I did know how the season would pan out as I entered the world of Hertfordshire cricket for the first time…...   
PS:  I’m not exactly sure when I met Michael “Rowdy” Burrell for the first time but on the date of my first game he was 69 days old……     (don’t tell anyone but I don’t think he’s changed a bit!)   :)
Saturday 28 April
Vauxhall Motors  106  (42.4 overs)  
John Mills 30, David Pilkington 14.4-3-45-4,  Brian McMahon 15-9-16-3
Sawbridgeworth 107-4 (26.4 overs)  Ted Levey 27, Brian McMahon 23
(Won by 6 wickets)
My first memory of arriving at Town Fields for my debut game was being introduced to club president, Les Richardson, who was also our umpire for the day. I remember him asking me “do you know the signal for dead ball?” and wanting to give a good initial impression, I said “yes” but in reality, it was a complete lie as I didn’t have a clue!   (I think I got away with it!)

I also recall Tim Burleigh being really helpful in player identification. He gave me a list of names and descriptions of what people looked like and types of players they were in terms of batsmen or bowlers and what they specifically did.  I no longer have the list (which was also the batting order), but I do remember he described wicketkeeper Andy Cooke as the “smallest player” (which he was!)          


To the match itself with ended up with my new team winning comfortably as the visitors collapsed from 71-3, losing their last seven wickets for 35 runs.  John Hansford, who produced a superb opening spell of 6-4-3-1, took the first wicket of the new season.  He removed opener Pip Beaumont (5) who was caught by Terry Dash in the sixth over of the day with the score on nine. 

David Pilkington took his first wicket in his fifth over, when he clean bowled number three Terry Kelly for a duck with his second coming three overs later when Burleigh claimed the first of his 26 catches that season to dismiss Brian Van Hoof for 12.

Opener John Mills and Bob Blake (14) added 43 for the fourth wicket before Ron Davis (5-1-14-2) struck twice in successive overs. Brian McMahon took three of the last five wickets to fall.  After conceding 12 for his first five overs, his next five were all maidens and gave away only four more runs.  His full figures are listed above along with Pilkington, who finished off the innings with an identical dismissal to his first as Frank Pratley was last man out for 20.

In reply, Peter Rue fell for seven in the fifth over of our reply before Ted Levey and McMahon put on 40 for the second wicket. Both players were dismissed by Steve Waterhouse (13-5-26-2), who in recent years has been on the Herts umpires’ panel along with aforementioned Bob Blake. We suffered a mini-collapse from 53-1 to 71-4 before Dash (20*) and Burleigh (15*) saw us home. Terry ended the game with successive boundaries as we completed the win in the 27th over.

The full team for my first game was Ted Levey, Peter Rue, Brian McMahon, David Burrell, Terry Dash, Tim Burleigh *, David Pilkington, Neil Price, Andy Cooke +, Ron Davis and John Hansford.
Sunday 29 April
Sawbridgeworth 177-7 dec (50 overs) Brian McMahon 37, Terry Dash 34
Fives and Heronians 138-4 (43 overs) Jeff Rodriques 62*       
(Match Drawn)
My first away game for the club saw us take the short trip to Chigwell to play what I thought was the wonderfully named team called Fives and Heronians.  There was only one change to the team from the previous day with Brendan Heath replacing Ron Davis in what I later discovered was his first team debut.

We made a disastrous start to our innings with Ted Levey being bowled off the second ball of the day before Peter Rue (24) and Brian McMahon featured in a second wicket partnership of 46.

David Burrell chipped in with 25 but Terry Dash was only other player to pass 30, hitting six fours off 34 deliveries.  Other double figure contributions came from David Pilkington, who retired hurt on 17 (sadly I didn’t make additional notes about such incidents that year) and Neil Price, who finished 13 not out.

Pilko’s injury can’t have been too serious as he took the new ball as removed both openers with his first three overs to reduce Fives to 6-2.  Glenn Poulter was back in the pavilion from the very next ball as he was also retire hurt and would not return.

However, Jeff Rodriques stood firm at the other end, facing 130 balls for his unbeaten 62 as we only took two more wickets as the game ended in a tame draw.  He added 73 for the third wicket with D Childs (23), who was bowled by Dash (9-1-38-1) and D Maddison struck 27 from just 20 deliveries before falling lbw to Tim Burleigh (5-1-16-1).

Pilkington returned figures of 14-6-28-2 across two separate spells and while John Hansford didn’t take a wicket, he continued his miserly start of the season, conceding just 15 runs from 10 overs.  As for new boy Heath, he marked his first game by scoring five runs off eight balls at number nine and conceding 20 runs from five overs. His time would come…..
Tuesday 1 May  (William Younger Cup 1st Round)  (45 overs)    (Lost by 1 wicket)
Sawbridgeworth  134  (35.4 overs)

Ted Levey 66,  David Burrell 25, J Clarke 9-2-33-3

Colchester & East Essex 135-9 (39 overs) 
J Hilliard 24, Tim Burleigh 9-2-19-3, 






David Pilkington 9-3-22-3
Our first defeat of the season saw make an early exit from the National Knockout Cup,  a competition which our local rivals Bishop’s Stortford would reach the final at Lord’s later in the summer.

Ted Levey provided the mainstay of our innings, scoring 66 off 91 balls with seven fours and two sixes. We advanced to 85-2 as David Burrell (25) helped put on 49 for the third wicket. Once Kevin Moye (8-3-17-2) removed Burrell and Terry Dash in the space of three balls, the wheels began to fall off as we eventually lost our last eight wickets for just 49 runs.

Brian McMahon, who contributed 12 to an opening stand of 34 with Levey, and David Pilkington (11) were the only other batsmen to reach double figures as we were dismissed inside 36 overs, over nine short of the 45 allocated in this competition.

In reply, the visitors comfortably maintained the required rate despite losing wickets on a regular basis.   Opener J Stevenson (23) and Hilliard, who batted at seven, were their only players to pass 20 but they looked to be cruising at 110-6 before losing three wickets for four runs.

Hilliard was caught by Dash to give Brendan Heath (9-0-48-1) his solitary wicket before Pilkington struck twice in successive overs to set up a tense finale.  It was left to Colchester’s opening attack of Moye and P Ryan, who finished unbeaten on 11 and three respectively, to see them home with six overs to spare with an unbroken last wicket stand of 21.

McMahon returned figures of 9-3-25-2 while Dash bowled just three overs at the cost of eight runs.  I heard later in the season that overseas players were ineligible to play in the competition. This made me wonder when we discovered this information and whether in the end, we had to let Colchester win as we would have probably have been chucked out of the competition in any case.  I guess we’ll never know….  
Thursday 3 May  (Bertie Joel Cup 1st Round) 
Sawbridgeworth 153-8 (45 overs) Peter Rue 33, Ted Levey 30, P Collins 8-2-23-4
Ilford 154-3 (32.1 overs) Alan Lilley 92*, David Pilkington 9.1-3-47-2, Ron Davis 4-1-11-1
(Lost by 7 wickets)
We suffered a second early cup exit in less than 48 hours in a game I didn’t officiate as I had an appointment at the world famous Great Ormond Street Hospital in London so Tim Birch deputised for me in my absence at Valentine’s Park.

Looking at the card, we made a decent start with Ted Levey (30 off 27 balls) and Peter Rue (33) putting on 51 for the first wicket in nine overs.  Michael Field-Buss, who made one first class appearance for Essex in 1987 and later played for Warwickshire, removed Levey with his first delivery and put the brakes on our progress with a superb spell of 10-4-16-2.

Brendan Heath’s 23 off 22 balls was our only other individual score of more than 20 as Collins (4-23) ripped through the middle order, taking three wickets in his first three overs. Our only other double figure contributions came from Brian McMahon and stand-in captain Terry Dash, who scored 10 runs apiece. We slumped from 95-2 to 143-8 before Ian Bowler (1*) and Ron Davis (9*) took us past the 150 mark.

Pilkington claimed two early wickets to reduce the hosts to 15-2 but Ilford easily reached their target with nearly 13 overs to spare.  Essex batsman Alan Lilley, who made just a solitary appearance for the county in their 1984 County Championship winning campaign, finished unbeaten on 92. He shared a third wicket partnership of 66 with M Gaffeney (28), who fell to a return catch to Ron Davis, before adding 73 with A Hussian, who finished unbeaten on 20. 
Saturday 5 May
Sawbridgeworth 222-6 dec (44.4 overs) Ted Levey 89, David Burrell 42, Brian McMahon 41
Cambridge Granta 174-5 (44 overs) Steve Campin 60


(Match Drawn)
Our build-up to the league season continued with a dull draw at home to Granta.  After our two disappointing midweek batting performances, we returned to form in that department with Ted Levey top scoring with 89 from 109 balls (16 fours, two sixes).

He shared a second wicket partnership of 128 with Brian McMahon (41) before being dismissed with the score on 163. David Burrell and Terry Dash (17*) took us past 200 with a stand of 44 before  Tim Burleigh declared in the 45th over. 

In reply, Granta’s opening pair of Steve Bates (19) and Peter Davies (30) put on 55 for the first wicket before Pilkington (14-3-50-2) and McMahon (10-3-28-2) reduced them to 79-4.   Campin’s half century took them to safety. He added 69 with Richard Brown (32) before being stumped by Andy Cooke off Burleigh’s third delivery. We used seven bowlers in an attempt to force a result but the visitors didn’t block their way to a draw, scoring 22 from the last two overs in a very odd conclusion.
Sunday 6 May
Winchmore Hill  138-7 dec (48 overs)   C Martin 40, John Jarvis 36, David Pilkington 21-6-52-4
Sawbridgeworth 142-4 (37.2 overs) Peter Rue 56, Ted Levey 38, Tony Chanmugam 15.2-5-39-3
(Won by 6 wickets)
A superb team bowling performance, led by David Pilkington, set up our first win since the opening day of the season as we came away from Winchmore Hill with a comfortable six wicket victory.

“Pilko”  took four wickets in an unchanged spell but Brendan Heath, who returned impressive figures of 14-6-27-1, took arguably the most important wicket of future Middlesex and Somerset all rounder Graham Rose, who was caught by David Burrell for a fourth ball duck.

Martin top scored for the hosts, who scored at less than three runs an over throughout their innings. John Jarvis and ‘keeper David Littlewood (25*) put on 43 for the seventh wicket before the declaration finally came at 4.58pm.  The other wickets fell to Paul Fletcher (6-1-21-1) and Tim Burleigh (4-1-13-1)

Ted Levey and Peter Rue (56 off 53 balls) broke the back of our run chase with an opening partnership of 99 before the latter was caught by home skipper Neil Avent off the bowling of A Johnson (7-1-26-1).  Tony Chanmugam picked up three further wickets but Brian McMahon (25 not out) hit the winning boundary to see us home with Steve Clinch unbeaten on two at the other end.     
Monday 7 May
Wanstead 200-7 dec (46.5 overs) R Booth 53*, M Pluck 38*, David Pilkington 13-5-31-3
Sawbridgeworth 201-6 (41 overs) Brian McMahon 55, Tim Burleigh 47   (Won by 4 wickets)
We completed our build-up to the league season with an excellent four wicket Bank Holiday win at Wanstead. The day began perfectly when David Pilkington clean bowled home opener S Daly for a golden duck with the first ball of the match.

Wickets fell regularly with John Hansford (14-2-41-1), Brian McMahon (10-3-39-2) and Tim Burleigh (3-0-26-1) giving good support to “Pilko” but to their credit, the hosts recovered well after losing half their side for 76. Booth, batting at number six, led the recovery with an unbeaten 53, but it was Pluck’s aggressive 38 off 32 balls in their unbroken eighth wicket partnership of 71 that helped Wanstead reach exactly 200.  

Despite an opening stand of 35 between Ted Levey (22) and Peter Rue (15), we stuttered to 63-3 in reply before McMahon, who scored his maiden half-century for Sawbo, and Burleigh (47 off 35 balls) steadied the ship with a stand of 69. Both players fell to D Vart (19-4-80-3) as 142-3 became 169-6 but Terry Dash (24*) and Brendan Heath (14*) saw us home, with Terry hitting the winning runs.
Saturday 12 May  (Bryan Herts League)
Sawbridgeworth 231-6 (55 overs) David Burrell 68, Ted Levey 54, Tim Burleigh 41, Peter Rue 32
Welwyn Garden City 166-4 (49 overs) Phil Driver 81*

(Match Drawn)
Our Bryan Herts League campaign got off to an uneventful start with a dull draw at Digswell Park.  We got off to a great start with Ted Levey and Peter Rue bringing up the fifty inside 10 overs. The pair eventually put on 59 for the first wicket, which amazingly would prove to be our highest opening partnership in a league game all season. 

John Bateman (12-3-46-2) got a double breakthrough for the hosts, with Peter being snared by Terry Edwards and Brian McMahon, who was bowled without scoring for a fourth ball duck. 

Levey fell two deliveries after reaching his 50 with his second six of the afternoon but it was David Burrell and Tim Burleigh who featured in the highest stand of the innings as they added 67 for the fifth wicket.

Burrell faced 116 deliveries as he top scored with 68 (nine fours, one six) while Burleigh batted a minute shy of an hour, hitting four boundaries from 64 balls. David Pilkington and Brendan Heath, who finished unbeaten on 20 and three respectively, added the final flourish before our innings closed after 55 overs.

Terry Dash (20-4-68-2) opened the bowling with Pilkington and it looked to be a shrewd move as he dismissed both Welwyn openers with 32 on the board.  However, John Hansford (8-3-21-1) and Steve Lang (6-1-22-1) took the only other wickets to fall as Phil Driver stood firm at the other end.  The former Chelsea footballer, who made 44 appearances for the Stamford Bridge club between 1980 and 1983, ended unbeaten on 81 (121 balls, 10 fours and a six), having earlier taken 1-56 in 16 overs.

Meanwhile, David Pilkington got no reward for a miserly opening spell, conceding just 12 runs from eight overs (five of his first six were maidens). He went wicketless for the first time this season, having claimed 20 wickets in the seven previous games.

An interesting side note to this game.  I made my league debut at 14 years old and my colleague Andrew Edwards was just 16,  the average age of scorers has increased significantly since then! That’s another debate for another time….
Sunday 13 May:
Gidea Park and Romford 139 (39.4 overs) Ian Crispin 36, Brendan Heath 16-2-57-6,





        David Pilkington 14.4-2-52-3  
  
Sawbridgeworth 142-6 (42.3 overs) Tim Burleigh 22, Andy Jenner 17-7-24-3   (Won by 4 wickets)
This was a game that belonged to Brendan Heath, who underlined his credentials as a genuine all rounder with a brilliant bowling display that helped set up our victory in a low scoring thriller at Gallows Corner.
       Everything went right for “BG” after he trapped opener Tony Thompson in front with his third ball of the day. He took the first four wickets to fall, and eventually finished with superb figures of 6-57.  While opener Duncan Bray (13) and number three Ian Crispin were the only members of the hosts’ top six to reach double figures, their lower order showed more resistance.  Andy Jenner,  who survived 71 balls for his unbeaten 23, led the visitors to semi-respectability after they had slumped to 50-5 and 92-7.  In contrast, Brian Kemp (20) and Rohan Daniels (22) scored at more than a run a ball before Heath removed both players towards the end of his marathon spell.  Brian McMahon (3-1-3-1) needed only four deliveries to trap number 10 Neil Rose lbw before Pilkington returned to wrap up the innings with Tim Burleigh taking the catch that  dismissed last man Brian Lee. Our reply was statistically an unusual one with five players all being dismissed in the 20s.  Ted Levey (21) and Peter Rue (20) put on 42 for the first wicket with Brian McMahon (21), Terry Dash (20) and Burleigh (22) all making useful contributions. Pilkington (14 not out) and Heath (6 not out) saw us home, with Brendan rounding off a superb individual display by hitting the winning boundary.
Saturday 19 May  (Bryan Herts League)
Hoddesdon 198 (48.4 overs) Terry Wooding 61, Nick Gandon 45, David Pilkington 16.4-4-66-7
Sawbridgeworth 200-5 (45 overs) Brian McMahon 59, David Burrell 32, Tim Burleigh 32*
(Won by 5 wickets)
Our first league win of the season saw both Australians play starring roles as we defeated Hoddesdon in a thrilling game at Town Fields.

We quickly reduced the visitors to 26-3 in the 11th over after John Hansford gained the early breakthrough, having opener Richard Skelly caught behind for five.  Barry Hellewell (2) was snapped up by Tim Burleigh off the bowling of Pilkington, who then trapped Grant Silliss in front for 10.
            Nick Gandon and Terry Wooding (61) led the visitors’ fightback with a fourth wicket partnership of 91, before slipped from 117-3 to 133-6.  Gandon and Len Montague were both clean bowled by the returning Pilkington in the space of three balls before Dennis Richards (7) was snared by Peter Rue off the bowling of Brian McMahon (10-2-40-1).
           Wooding provided stubborn resistance at the end as batted five minutes shy of two hours.  Simon Spencer (23) contributed exactly half of their 46 run stand before Hoddesdon’s last four wickets fell for just 18 runs.    “Pilko” played a part in all four dismissals, as Spencer, Bob Witchelow and Alan Driscoll were all bowled as he finished with superb figures of 7-66.  He also took the catch off the bowling of Hansford, who finished with figures of 2-32 in 14 overs, that ended Wooding’s 98 ball knock which had included 10 fours.   

In reply, we were given a bright start by Ted Levey (28) and Rue (20) who put on 38 in less than nine overs.  McMahon went on top score with 59 (90 balls, six fours and a six), sharing partnerships of 63 with David Burrell (32) and 39 with Terry Dash (24).

Dash was dismissed with six runs required after adding 49 with Tim Burleigh, who saw us over the line as he finished 32 not out from just 21 balls. My memory of that conclusion was Tim calling Pilko through for two runs to ensure we reached 200 and gained maximum batting points (under the laws nowadays, this would not be allowed as the first completed run would see the game concluded). 

(NB: For younger readers and those who don’t know / recall, the points system in 1984 saw teams awarded 20 points for a win plus up to a maximum of 10 bonus points. Batting points were gained for every 25 runs scored between 100 and 200 while one bowling point was awarded for every two wickets taken. It was amended the following year when teams received 30 points for an outright win after it was realised teams were effectively penalised if they had dismissed a side cheaply in the first innings so could not accrue any batting points.  The league table was also decided on average points per match, meaning any games rained off or abandoned before 20 overs were bowled in the second innings were ignored in final league calculations, but player statistics from these games were included in the individual averages)       
Sunday 20 May 
Sawbridgeworth 29-0 (3 overs) Ted Levey 10*, Peter Rue 18*
Brentwood did not bat


(No Result)
After rain had delayed the start until 2.44pm, just three overs were possible at Town Fields in the 15 minutes of play that took place.

Ted Levey hit the first scoring shot of the day for six and Peter Rue cracked four boundaries as he raced to 18 from 10 balls. Brentwood’s Ash Patel conceded 16 from his two overs while his opening partner M Jocelyn saw his solitary over go for 12.   The rest of our side was Brian McMahon, David Burrell, Terry Dash, Tim Burleigh *, David Pilkington, Brendan Heath, Neil Price, Andy Cooke +, Ian Bowler.       
Monday 21 May
Nederlandse Studenten XI  166-9 (50 overs) B Poolman 58, H Floberg 48, Brian McMahon 14-1-42-4
Sawbridgeworth 168-9 (49.4 overs) Brian Wood 55, David Burrell 35 
(Won by 1 wicket)
We fielded no fewer than four Australians in this 50 over match against a Dutch student touring team with   Brian Wood and Rod Evans guesting from Orsett and Thurrock CC, whose contacts helped us secure our overseas signings. Wood’s second wicket partnership with Brian McMahon matched his own individual score before the latter was run out for 18.  David Burrell chipped in with 35 but we collapsed from 123-3 to 165-9 before Frank Bogdin hit the winning runs with three balls to spare.  

Earlier, 
John Hansford (13-3-39-2) dismissed both openers to reduce the tourists to 17-2 before Floberg and Poolman put on 83 for the third wicket. Wood took 2-39 in nine overs, including the scalp of future Dutch international Roland Lefebvre, who was caught by Terry Dash, who skippered this game, for 10.  McMahon was the pick of our attack with four wickets while David Pilkington again bowled economically, returning figures of 14-2-39-1.  I remember somebody made a comment (but can’t recall who it was) that we should rename ourselves Aus- bridgeworth! 
Saturday 26 May – Monday 28 May
The Spring Bank Holiday weekend was a total washout as our league game at Watford and home friendlies with Ilford and South Hampstead were all abandoned without a ball being bowled.  I am sure I would have cut a very depressed and frustrated figure that weekend!  
Saturday 2 June  (Bryan Herts League)
Sawbridgeworth 183-9 (55 overs) 
Ted Levey 63, David Burrell 35, Terry Dash 31, Rob Clayton 12-0-41-4 
Cheshunt 153-9 (49 overs) Paul Milburn 41, David Pilkington 15-5-32-4
(Match Drawn)
After 12 days without a game, we made the short trip to Albury Ride to take on the 1983 champions and made a disastrous start when Peter Rue was dismissed for a golden duck off the first ball of the second over of the day bowled by Ian Burgess.


Ted Levey (63) and Brian McMahon (29) put on 97 for the second wicket before Roger Clark  (9-0-28-2), dismissed both players in successive overs. From 106-3, David Burrell and Terry Dash took the score to 164 with a stand of 58 before we stumbled to a final total of 183-9. Terry was dismissed off the final ball of the innings for 31, having surprisingly not struck a boundary from the 52 balls he had faced (but his knock did include three threes).  Rob Clayton was the main architect of our collapse, taking 4-10 in his last 16 balls to finish with figures of 12-0-41-4. 

Burgess returned to remove David Pilkington (11) and Brendan Heath with successive balls. The latter dismissal found the safe hands of Ray Kingshott, who would become a regular nemesis in the years to follow, but today he would finish wicketless as he conceded 41 runs from 15 overs.

 Cheshunt made a similarly bad start as Paul Hunter was bowled off the fourth ball of their innings of their reply by Pilkington, who also removed his opening partner, Alan Pilgrim, who was caught by Tim Burleigh for four.  When Ian Rea, who had come in at number three, was run out for 22, the hosts were struggling at 28-3 before Colin Hyde (25) and John Deal (19) added 44 for the fourth wicket.  Burleigh (10-0-50-2) and Terry Dash (11-0-41-2) took two wickets each as Cheshunt collapsed from 72-3 to 85-7.  Paul Milburn (41 off 50 balls) found useful allies in Clayton, who scored a run a ball 19, and Clark (11 no), and the hosts recovered to 150-9 before the home side’s last pair survived 16 balls to secure the draw.  “Pilko” was again the pick of our attack with 4-32 while John Hansford conceded just five runs in his opening five over spell. Steve Lang did not pick up a wicket, conceding 23 runs from his eight overs.
Sunday 3 June
Sawbridgeworth 183-8 dec (49 overs) Tim Burleigh 41*, David Burrell 38, H Mumford 21-6-62-4
Camden 184-3 (40.4 overs) A Guild 78, A Thomas 59*, D Smallwood 37
(Lost by 7 wickets)
Our first defeat of the season in a weekend fixture came at the hands of Cambridgeshire outfit Camden, who cruised to a seven wicket victory.

Despite losing T May without scoring with the score on nine, his opening partner Guild dominated the visitors’ reply. He scored 78 from 116 balls in 138 minutes (11 fours), sharing stands of 71 with  Smallwood and 103 with Thomas (59 off 51 balls) before being dismissed with the scores level. Both Camden openers were caught by Ted Levey off the bowling of Pilkington (11.4-2-47-2) with Neil Price claiming the other wicket, taking 1-59 in 11 overs. 

Earlier, we had made a bright start with the bat, bringing up the 50 in the 10th over but all of our top order failed to capitalise on promising starts.  Peter Rue (23) and Levey (21) (yes, Peter faced the first ball for a change!) shared an opening stand of 45 before Brian McMahon (24) and David Burrell (38) added 49 for the third wicket.  From a promising position of 99-2, we lost four wickets for 18 runs before Tim Burleigh and Brendan Heath (22) took the score to 162.  Tim was unbeaten on 41 (57 balls, five fours, one six) before he declared at the end of the 49th over.  
Saturday 9 June
(Bryan Herts League)
Sawbridgeworth 198-8 (55 overs) Brian McMahon 56, David Burrell 36, Terry Dash 30, 
Andy Craven 22-5-60-4
Stevenage 80 (37 overs) Ray Adams 30, David Pilkington 13-2-24-6   (Won by 118 runs)
In the results secretary’s report of the 1984 season (written by Cheshunt CC’s Ray Kingshott) that was published in the 1985 league handbook, the entry for this round of matches simply said “Not a draw in sight as Sawbo’s Aussies “star” in the slaughter of Stevenage”. He wasn’t wrong….

Brian McMahon led our recovery from 21-2, top scoring with 56, hitting seven fours from 107 balls in 109 minutes. He shared a third wicket stand of 104 with David Burrell (36) – which proved to be our highest partnership for any wicket in the league during the year - before both players departed for the addition of two runs.

Terry Dash (30) and David Pilkington (20) provided the other significant contributions but we fell two runs shy of maximum batting points.  Steve Lang ended four not out batting at number 10 in what proved to be his last ever first team league appearance, although he played in two other senior games before the end of the season. 

“Pilko” dismantled the visitors’ top order, taking 4-9 in his first six overs as the visitors lost half their side with just 21 on the board.  Ray Adams (30) and Simon Jones (21) shared a sixth wicket stand of 40 before Tim Burleigh (5-2-11-2) struck twice in his second over, removing Adams via Kevin Elkins’ second catch of the innings and trapping Neil Sutherland leg before.

Jones was bowled by McMahon (5-2-5-1) before Pilkington cleaned up the tail, having Andy  Craven caught behind by Andy Cooke and trapping Vaughan Williams lbw. He finished with figures of 6-24 to complete a comprehensive victory. Amazingly, it would prove to be our last league win by 100 runs or more until 1998…..
Sunday 10 June
Sawbridgeworth 191-4 dec (49 overs) David Burrell 72, Kevin Elkins 39, Terry Dash 37*
Hertford 22-5 (14.5 overs)  David Pilkington 7.5-4-10-3, Brendan Heath 7-5-7-2     
(No result – Match Abandoned as a draw)
Heavy rain denied us the chance of recording another convincing victory after Messrs Pilkington and Heath had decimated the cream of Hertford’s batting.  

Chasing 192 to win, the home side had managed only nine runs from as many overs before Tim Albery was bowled by Brendan for just four.  His opening partner, Ian Ribbons, spent 34 balls on nought before finally getting off the mark with a six off Pilkington, only to be snapped up by Tim Burleigh two balls later.  Simon Watson was lbw first ball and “Pilko” struck again in his next over when Mark “Spiller” Everett was caught by Ted Levey for four.  Michael Barnes fell leg-before to Heath and only seven more deliveries were possible before rain had the final say.

Earlier, Levey had struck the first ball of the day to the boundary but was cleaned up off the second by Roger Kent (13-3-40-2). Brian McMahon was run out by Chris Thompson’s direct hit for 13 for what looked like a stodgy innings (he faced 62 balls) but Kevin Elkins, who had scored a third ball duck the previous day, hit seven fours in a far fluent 39 from 46 deliveries.  

David Burrell continued his good form, top scoring with 72 (104 balls, nine fours, three sixes) as he put on 76 for the fourth wicket with Terry Dash (37*) before Neil Price set up the declaration with an unbeaten 18 from just 15 balls. 
Bernard Murphy, who I have got to know in recent years via Herts Over 60s cricket, returned figures of 12-3-55-1 for the visitors, while Thompson’s marathon spell failed to yield a wicket, conceding 69 runs from 22 overs with six maidens.
Saturday 16 June  (Bryan Herts League)
Hitchin 121  (39.3 overs)   Melvyn Buzza 47, Brian McMahon 6.3-4-5-5
Sawbridgeworth 122-6 (35 overs) Ted Levey 53, David Burrell 35, James Wright 13-6-39-4  
(Won by 4 wickets)
An extraordinary bowling performance from Brian McMahon helped set up a low scoring four wicket home win against Hitchin.

Tim Burleigh’s decision to field first looked to have backfired as the visitors progressed serenely to 107-3 before McMahon got to work. After conceding a solitary boundary off his first over, he got the vital breakthrough with the third delivery of his second when removed opener Buzza three shy of his half-century. Three deliveries later, he had dismissed Andy Waters for a third ball duck, both players being caught by the captain.


The next three wickets all fell with the score on 113. In his fourth over, Brian clean bowled Alan Wright (4) and had Andy Deveraux (0) caught by Pilkington, who finally removed the stubborn Steve Duell, who had batted nearly an hour for 20.  Peter Rue helped round off the innings with two catches, firstly removing James Wright to give Pilkington his second wicket before ending Phil August’s 18 ball duck which saw McMahon complete a remarkable five-wicket haul. His figures of 5-5 were extraordinary enough, but if you took out his first eight deliveries, he had actually taken five wickets for one run in 31 balls. 

Brian had earlier taken the first catch of the day off the bowling of Brendan Heath, whose opening burst of six overs (1-13) had been in contrast to an unusually wayward opening spell for Pilkington, who conceded 27 from his first five overs. 

John Hansford nipped in with a brace of wickets, taking 2-21 in seven overs, but Hitchin’s last seven batsmen all fell to the Australians, “Pilko” taking 2-13 in his second spell to finish with figures of 11-4-40-2.

Hitchin had been dismissed so quickly that we batted for four overs before the scheduled tea break, reaching 23-2 with Rue (4) and McMahon (5)  being dismissed by James Wright. Ted Levey and David Burrell (35) broke the back of the chase either side of the interval with a third wicket partnership of 96 before the latter was bowled by Andy Waters.

We lost four wickets for 10 runs as we slipped from 107-2 to 117-6 including the wicket of Levey, who only scored a further two runs off 16 balls after reaching his 50 with his third six of the day.  He was eventually caught by Deveraux off the bowling of Alan Wright (11-2-39-1) in between his namesake James dismissing Neil Price (0) and Burleigh (8) as he finished with figures of 4-39.  Pilkington (4*) was joined by Brendan Heath (1*)  who saw us home with the former hitting the winning runs with 12 overs to spare.
Sunday 17 June
Sawbridgeworth 203-3 dec (47 overs) Brian McMahon 63*, Ted Levey 58, David Burrell 31
Bury St Edmunds 117-2 (29 overs) Tony Warrington 76*, David Pilkington 9-2-26-2  
(No result – Match Abandoned as a Draw)
For the second Sunday running, the elements had the final say but on this occasion it may well have rescued us as our hosts were in a strong position as rain curtailed proceedings at 7pm.

Opener Tony Warrington and H Wright were unbeaten on 76 and 25 respectively having come together with the score on 53-2 after David Pilkington’s early double strike saw him reach 50 wickets for the season in all games.  

Earlier, Ted Levey had struck seven boundaries in his 78 ball knock of 58, reaching his half-century after spending an eight minute rain delay stuck on 49! Brian McMahon finished unbeaten on 63 (eight fours, 100 balls) after sharing a 73 run partnership with David Burrell (31) before Neil Price set up the declaration by hitting 26 not out from just 24 deliveries.
Saturday 23 June
(Bryan Herts League)
Letchworth 149 (45 overs) Gavin Booth 44, David Pilkington 23-4-71-7, Brian McMahon 13-5-35-3
Sawbridgeworth 153-4 (43.4 overs) Peter Rue 61, Graham Fish 21.4-4-72-4    (Won by 6 wickets)
According to the review in the 1985 league handbook, we moved to the top of the table after recording our third league win in a row (and fourth in total) with a convincing victory at Letchworth’s old ground at Muddy Lane, aka Letchworth Corner (where they played until the late 1990s).

 Our bowling performance was dominated by the Australians, who shared all 10 wickets between them. Pilkington produced a brilliant marathon spell, securing his second seven wicket haul of the season with Brian McMahon taking the other three (their full figures are listed above). He got his first wicket with the fifth ball of the day and I have to thank Ted Levey for telling me about the build-up to the dismissal: “Martin Sutcliffe, the Letchworth opener, stopped Pilko his run-up, before turning to me at short leg, and said “that’s 1-0 to me”.  About 30 seconds later, he was walking back to the pavilion having seen his stumps rearranged.” (it’s not a comment I would have heard from the lofty position of the scorebox window as a)  I would have been concentrating on my job and b) we were too high up to hear anything).

Duncan Bithray (20) and David Bradbury (14) put on 32 before the visitors slumped from 37-1 to 58-5.  Booth (44) and Jerry Dovey (22 off 16 balls) added 42 for the sixth wicket, which proved to be the  highest partnership of the Letchworth innings, with Jeremy Gillham (10) being their only other player to reach double figures. Peter Rue, who returned to the side after missing the previous week’s win over Stevenage, took the catch that ended the innings and gave “Pilko” his seventh wicket and ended Booth’s 84 ball knock that came in 90 minutes and included six boundaries.

Our two other bowlers were Brendan Heath (6-1-21-0) and Gary Poulter (3-1-9-0), who conceded 30 runs in their combined nine overs. Colin Croucher, who batted at number 11 for Letchworth that day, has told me he struck a straight drive to the boundary off the first ball he faced from Pilkington, whom he tells me was not amused! (I can imagine that, but don’t recall the incident myself)

 Letchworth’s opening bowler, Graham Fish, took all four wickets, but with no real support at the other end, he was unable to prevent us cruising to a six wicket win.  Rue dominated the early part of our reply hitting 11 fours in his 99 ball innings of 61. He put on 30 for the first wicket with Ted Levey (14) before a return catch accounted for McMahon (5) to leave us on 43-2.  David Burrell (19) featured in a third wicket stand of 48 with Peter, who was leg-before with the score on 102, being dismissed in identical fashion to his opening partner.  Terry Dash (19*) saw us home as shared an unbroken partnership of 51 with Neil Price, who ended the game with consecutive boundaries off Fish to end 32 not out, scoring exactly at a run a ball.
Sunday 24 June
Sawbridgeworth 166-8 dec (55 overs)  Peter Rue 38, Terry Dash 30
Stort 141-3 (42 overs) Graeme Hesketh 59*

(Match Drawn)
We made the very short trip to the old Harlow Sportcentre (which no longer exists) for the sort of game you thankfully don’t see nowadays. Just 11 wickets fell in 97 overs in a game that saw just 307 runs scored at just a tick above three an over.
     Peter Rue top scored for the second day running, sharing an opening partnership of 58 with Ted Levey (20) before both players departed without addition to the score.  With the exception of the in form Terry Dash, no other batsman reached 20 with Neil Price (14), Andy Cooke (17) and Tim Burleigh (15 off eight balls at the end) all making starts with Brian McMahon finishing 14 not out after coming in at number eight.

Cooke later took three catches off the bowling of Pilkington (10-5-17-1), John Hansford (11-4-29-1) and Dash (10-0-49-1) but the game drifted to a tame conclusion.  Graeme Hesketh (59* off 79 balls) and Neil Pennycuick (24*) remained undefeated as they added 51 for the fourth wicket for the home side. 

Wednesday 27 June
Sawbridgeworth 235-4 dec (42.5 overs) Ted Levey 112, David Burrell 62, Alec Greenlees 39
Guilden Morden Cherubs 143 (32.3 overs) B Davies 54, David Pilkington 11.3-1-26-5 (Won by 92 runs)
John Hansford skippered this midweek game against Guilden Morden Cherubs, who were led by former Sawbridgeworth club captain Tony Puncher.

Unfortunately, Tony didn’t have a great day on his return to the club as he conceded 35 runs from his six overs and was bowled for a third ball duck as his team came a distant second in a one sided affair.  But it was a great day for the home side. 

Ted Levey hit the first ball of the game for six and struck seven more maximums along with nine fours as he scored the first century I witnessed in club cricket.  He eventually scored 112 from 113 balls before being third man out with the score on 204, having earlier shared an opening partnership of 99 with Alec Greenlees (39).

Brian McMahon sadly missed out on the run-fest as he fell for a second ball duck but David Burrell cashed in with 62 off 73 balls as he added 87 for the third wicket with Ted and a further 31 with Ian Bowler, who finished two not out.

In reply, the visitors slumped to 43-5 before D Cope (29) and B Davies (54 off 50 balls) took them past three figures with a sixth wicket partnership of 86.  McMahon (9-1-36-2) dismissed Cope and M Hoffman (0) in successive overs before the match ended in spectacular fashion with Pilkington taking a hat-trick.  Davies and R Dellar were clean bowled before Greenlees claimed the catch that dismissed last man B Crane as “Pilko” claimed his fourth five wicket haul of the season, taking his tally to 63 in 20 games at 11.67.

Our other wicket-takers were Hansford (7-3-13-2) and David Hayward, who claimed 1-39 in five overs after taking a wicket with his third ball.  Meanwhile, our wicket keeper was Geoff Douse, who let through seven byes in the first game I saw him play. It wasn’t until 1986, the season in which he was a key member of the first team, that I discovered he wasn’t actually called Jeff, as I was led to believe….  
Saturday 30 June  (Bryan Herts League)
Luton Town 121 (49.4 overs) P Webley 37, John Hansford 19-11-31-5, Brian McMahon 15.4-5-28-3
Sawbridgeworth 123-4 (35.3 overs) Peter Rue 38

(Won by 6 wickets)
It was John Hansford’s turn to take centre stage with the ball as he inspired us to a comfortable six wicket home win over Luton Town which maintained our place at the top of the table.

His brilliant spell sparked a dramatic collapse by the visitors who lost their last nine wickets for just  42 runs, after they had reached 79-1.  After conceding 19 runs from his first six overs, Hansford got the vital wicket by opener Webley, who was snared by Brendan Heath for 37, which ended a second wicket stand of 51 with Mike Morgan.

Steve Simms, who came in at number four, was run out for 16 ball duck, before Morgan became John’s second victim when he was caught behind by Andy Cooke as Luton slipped to 81-4.  Charlie Elliott (17) and G Wilkins (10) provided the only double figure contributions for the visitors before the former was bowled by Brian McMahon with the score on 104.

Hansford ripped through the middle order, taking 3-1 in 11 deliveries to claim his first five-wicket haul of the season before McMahon polished off the innings with two wickets in successive balls.   John took 5-12 in his last 13 overs – including a spell of five successive maidens – as Luton were dismissed in the 50th over.  The other wicket fell to Brendan Heath, whose opening spell yielded figures of 6-2-17-1 while  David Pilkington failed to take a wicket for the first time in 13 matches, conceding 29 runs in 10 overs.

Ted Levey (25) and Peter Rue (38) got us off to another good start with an opening stand of 55. McMahon (18) and David Burrell (20) both fell to Morgan (2-32) before Terry Dash and David Farr saw us home with more than 11 overs remaining.

Terry’s second boundary ended the match as he finished 13 not out while David was unbeaten on one as we made it four league wins in a row.
Sunday 1 July
Sawbridgeworth 201-5 dec (44 overs) Brian McMahon 60, Tim Burleigh 52*, David Burrell 36
Orsett and Thurrock 204-9 (40.4 overs) D Webb 40, P Reader 36, Ian Redpath 34
David Pilkington 13.4-3-54-4, Brian McMahon 12-2-59-4

(Lost by 1 wicket)
So we travelled to Orsett for a game that could have been dubbed the “battle of the Australians” with Brian and Pilko playing against Brian Wood and Rod Evans, who had guested for Sawbo in the Dutch fixture earlier in the season and they actually played for Penrith CC (not North Sydney as I had always thought) 

And what a thrilling encounter it was! Wood and Evans finished on the winning side for the  visitors, despite scoring only five runs between them.  Brian contributed only five to an opening stand of 26 with Ian Redpath (not the Australian opener, but a promising youngster who later had a brief county career at  Essex and Derbyshire).  David Pilkington struck twice in his fifth over with Wood and J Lewis both being caught by Brian McMahon, who later took two wickets in successive balls. Redpath fell for 34 after being caught behind by Andy Cooke before Evans was cleaned up for a “golden”.

D Webb, who came in at number six, rescued Orsett from 51-4, sharing partnerships of 46 with Richard Outterside (who was run out by Pilkington for 33) and 57 with Reader (36 off 32 balls) which took the score to 134-5. McMahon struck twice in consecutive overs to leave the hosts struggling on 141-7 but number nine C Harris counter-attacked with 30 off 20 deliveries. When he fell to Cooke’s second catch of the innings to give “Pilko” his fourth wicket, Orsett needed five to win with their last pair at the crease. They needed just two balls to complete the win with 3.2 overs remaining.

Earlier, McMahon had top scored with 60 (99 balls, five fours) after we had suffered a rare poor start after the departures of Ted Levey (3) and Peter Rue (0) had left us 4-2 inside three overs.  

Brian featured in half-century stands with David Burrell (36) and Terry Dash (16) before Tim Burleigh scored what proved to be our fastest individual 50 of the season from just 29 balls. He declared at the end of the 44th over having faced one more delivery and scored one more run, having added 56 with Pilkington, whose cameo unbeaten 16 came from just 15 balls.
Saturday 7 July   (Bryan Herts League)
Berkhamsted 80 (23.1 overs) David Pilkington 12-4-38-6, Brendan Heath 9-3-30-3
Sawbridgeworth 81-4 (27.4 overs) Brian McMahon 45*, Steve Dunford 12-3-31-3 
(Won by 6 wickets)
On any other occasion, a six wicket haul for David Pilkington would have been the headline act but he was upstaged by Brian McMahon, who made his farewell appearance for the club.

Not only did Brian hit the winning runs to complete our fifth league win in a row, but thanks to the safe hands of Terry Dash, he took the last Berkhamsted wicket with his solitary delivery and the last one he would bowl in England. 

It rounded off another magnificent bowling performance that saw Pilkington and Heath run riot as they shared nine wickets between them for 68 runs. Brendan got us up and running, having R Eames caught behind by Andy Cooke without scoring in the second over of the day with just a leg-bye on the board. With the score on six, Peter Neal (1) fell to a return catch by Pilkington, who also removed opener H Bridgewater (18) via a second catch by Cooke and Berko were three down for 21.

Ian Putman (6) was snapped up by Tim Burleigh to give Brendan his second wicket before John Neal (12) had the nerve to hit three successive boundaries off Pilkington before falling in identical fashion to his brother. C Anderson (14), who batted at number six, was the only other player to reach double figures for the visitors before falling lbw to Heath. “Pilko” claimed his last three wickets for one run in just 11 balls before Brian completed an unusual kind of league hat-trick, having taken wickets with his last two deliveries in the previous week’s win over Luton. 

With Berkhamsted being dismissed at 3.37pm, we went out to bat for an hour before tea. Despite Steve Dunford removing Ted Levey (14), Peter Rue (15) and David Burrell (1) we had progressed to 63-3 from 19 overs by the interval (McMahon 28*, Terry Dash 1*)

Terry failed to add to his score, being caught behind by Phil Ruston off the bowling of G Anderson (10-1-25-1) but Brian saw us home. He rounded off his fairytale farewell, finishing unbeaten on 45, having hit eight boundaries in his 60 ball knock.  
Sunday 8 July
North Enfield
180-8 dec (49 overs) R Smith 46, P Midgeley 45, M Park 32, Peter Rue 17-2-55-5
Sawbridgeworth 183-5 (41.4 overs) Richard Harnack 52, Peter Rue 42, David Burrell 35 
(Won by 5 wickets)
Peter Rue starred with bat and ball as he helped defeat North Enfield in a thrilling game which saw us field our first team of the year without any Australian representation, as David Pilkington went to the airport with Brian to see his old mate off home. 

He tore through the visitors’  middle order as he returned excellent figures of 5-55 in an unchanged spell of 17 overs before contributing 42 runs with the bat. He shared an opening stand of 37 with Alec Greenlees (26) before adding a further 83 with Richard Harnack (52). 

David Burrell (35) struck four fours and two sixes off 34 balls in a third wicket partnership of 51 before Harnack’s 61 ball vigil ended with five runs required before Steve Clinch hit the winning boundary with two balls to spare.

Earlier, Brendan Heath (12-4-21-2) and Gary Poulter (11-3-39-1) had both taken an early wicket to reduce North Enfield to 14-2. Brendan conceded just 19 runs from his opening spell of 10 overs before returning to dismiss top scorer Smith, who was bowled four short of his half-century.  Rue completed an outstanding day personally by taking two catches, including one off his own bowling to dismiss Park (32) to end a fourth wicket partnership of 55 with Midgeley, whose 57 ball knock of 45 included seven boundaries. 
Saturday 14 July  (Bryan Herts League)
Barnet 95 (42 overs)
John Hansford 21-6-53-6, David Pilkington 21-10-32-4
Sawbridgeworth 98-5 (34.3 overs) Ted Levey 33
(Won by 5 wickets)
Messrs Hansford and Pilkington were at their devastating best as they set up a five-wicket win in a low-scoring game at Underhill.

Terry Dash, who was skippering the side in the absence of Tim Burleigh, gave us the perfect start in the field by taking the opening catch off the fifth ball of Pilko’s second over to remove opener B Finch with 
no runs on the board.

M January (12) and B McCory (25) put on 39 for the second wicket, which had been interrupted for a three minute rain break in the sixth over. Once both players were dismissed by Hansford, the home side collapsed dramatically as their last seven wickets fell for 43 runs.

McCory was the first of three Barnet players to be caught behind by Andy Cooke and his dismissal was followed by Pilkington bowling six maidens on the trot, a sequence that included the wickets of P Morris (1) and J Sittampalam (0) in the space of three balls.

D Raval scored a quickfire 21 before 78-5 became 78-7 in the space of two balls. Cooke claimed his second catch off Hansford, who dismissed Tariq Hassan first ball via the safe hands of Ted Levey.  Nick Oubridge nicked behind to give “Pilko” his fourth wicket and Hansford completed the rout via David Burrell’s first catch of the day and Alec Greenlees’ third snare of the afternoon.

The figures for both bowlers listed above underlined their dominance as they conceded just seven boundaries while nine of Barnet’s 10 wickets fell to catches. Their number four, I Utting, was left stranded on 18 not out, having faced 79 balls in 100 minutes.

After losing Peter Rue (7) in the third over of our reply, Levey (33) and Richard Harnack took the score to 45. Burrell (8) and Dash (15) fell cheaply but Harnack held firm for 89 deliveries. He was stumped for 22 with 11 needed to win but Greenlees and Pilkington saw us home in the 35th over with the latter striking the winning boundary.
Sunday 15 July
Chelmsford 193-6 (51 overs) David Arnold 74, Neil Burns 37, David Pilkington 26-6-91-4  
Sawbridgeworth 125-8 (40 overs) Alec Greenlees 49, Ted Levey 37, Keith Goodman 14-3-22-5  
(Match Drawn)
We travelled to Chelmer Park for a dull game in which our lower order hung on grimly for a draw. Chasing 194 for victory, our chase started poorly with Peter Rue falling for a golden duck off the last ball of the first over of our reply. Stand-in captain Ted Levey (37) and Alec Greenlees (49) put on 51 for the second wicket before we collapsed from 54-1 to 99-6. David Pilkington (14) was the only other player to reach double figures with Greenlees, who faced 77 balls, falling one short of a half-century. Andy Cooke and Gary Poulter played out the last two overs to ensure stalemate ensured. 

Earlier, Neil Burns and David Arnold had given Chelmsford a cracking start with an opening stand of 83, before the former was caught by Gary Poulter off the bowling of Ron Davis for 37. David Pilkington, who did not take a wicket until his 16th over, bowled throughout the innings, taking 4-91 while Paul Fletcher was our other successful bowler, returning figures of 8-2-21-1.
Saturday 21 July 
(Bryan Herts League)
Hemel Hempstead 211-7 dec (52 overs)   Paul Burgess 89, Nigel Wilkins 51*, Tim Burleigh 7-2-34-3
Sawbridgeworth 213-7 (41.5 overs) Ted Levey 100, Terry Dash 36*   (Won by 3 wickets)
A thrilling run chase saw the first team record their seventh league win in a row and eighth overall as they maintained their lead at the top of the table.

We were set 212 to win in what turned out to be 43 overs and our chase was dominated by Ted Levey, who struck 17 fours and a six as he reached his century off 106 balls. He shared a third wicket partnership of 67 with David Burrell (28) and Ted was fifth man out with the score on 161 when he was bowled by Richard Miller (11-1-61-3) just two deliveries after bringing up three figures. 

Terry Dash struck the winning boundary with seven balls to spare as he finished 36 not out from 34 deliveries. Brendan Heath had been dismissed with four runs needed to win, after contributing an important 15 in 12 balls in a partnership of 42.    

Earlier, opener Paul Burgess had provided the mainstay of the Hemel innings, top scoring with 89 (14 fours, 127 balls).  He added 80 for the fourth wicket with Nigel Wilkins, who brought up his half century with four successive boundaries off the bowling of Tim Burleigh, who had begun his spell by taking 3-5 in his first four overs.  The other wickets were shared by David Pilkington (18-4-54-2) and Heath (8-2-25-2) in what was another good team performance. 
Sunday 22 July
Sawbridgeworth 203-6 dec (56 overs) Terry Dash 59*, Tim Burleigh 50, T Laird 17-6-45-3
Walthamstow 172-8 (40 overs) J Coster 84, Paul Fletcher 16-4-54-4, Terry Dash 5-2-9-3
(Match Drawn)
Terry Dash produced a superb all round display as we ended up having the better of a draw against Walthamstow. To their credit, the hosts began well in the field as they reduced us to 62-4, with opening bowler Laird taking 3-27 in his opening spell of 13 overs.

Dash, who ended up batting five minutes shy of two hours, led the recovery as he added 92 for the fifth wicket with Tim Burleigh, who was dismissed four balls after reaching his 50. Brendan Heath helped us reach 200 with an unbeaten 22 from 23 balls while the last ball of the innings went for five runs. I assume this was one run and four overthrows but I did not keep notes of that sort of thing until the start of the following season.  This meant Terry finished on 59 not out, an unusual knock which consisted of only one boundary from 115 balls and 36 scoring shots. 

In reply, Walthamstow got off to a flier as they reached 50 in less than nine overs. Opener Coster dominated the early part of their innings, hitting 12 fours from 94 balls before departed with the score on 122-4. He was eventually stumped by Andy Cooke off the bowling of Paul Fletcher, who took four of the first five Walthamstow wickets (the other fell to a run out).  Terry’s first over was a double wicket maiden and took another in his third as the home side collapsed to 151-8 before John Brooks and John Harrold, who finished unbeaten on 21 and four respectively, saw them to safety.
Wednesday 25 July
I left the country for two weeks as my dad, John White, who was a professional musician and teacher at the Royal Academy Of Music in London, was asked at very short notice to be viola tutor with the European Community Youth Orchestra (ECYO), who were having their rehearsal period for two weeks in the northern Italian city of Bolzano prior to their summer tour. (He had also stepped in to do their Easter rehearsal period at Trent Park in London as they prepared to go to China).

The orchestra, which consisted of 140 players featured the cream of young classical musicians from the ages of 14-23, most of whom went on to have top careers in the profession.

In the early days, my dad did not receive a fee but they paid for him and the family to go with him,  so we had a nice holiday while he worked!  He must have done a good job because he ended up having an eight year association with the orchestra and I went on another couple of trips but they were the Easter courses of 1985 (Asolo, Italy) and 1986 (Granada, Spain) before the cricket season started. 

 I had the chance to go back to Bolzano in the summer of 1986 but I turned it down as I would have missed too many cricket matches but they were all unforgettable experiences and I met so many interesting people in some equally fascinating locations.  One of the guest artists on that course  was top violinist (and Aston Villa fan) Nigel Kennedy, who I met briefly after he had signed by tour brochure and he described my dad as “a really cool guy” which was quite hilarious, really.  My dad, who passed away in December 2013, eventually did become “cool” but that’s another story for another time.  

This means the games I missed (and were scored by a girl called Jo Turner) will see me just reporting the bare facts I gleaned from the book…. 
Saturday 28 July    (Bryan Herts League)
West Herts 192  (47 overs) Alan Ramage 122, David Pilkington 17-7-80-5, Tim Burleigh 9-3-28-3
Sawbridgeworth 173 (46.3 overs) Peter Rue 59, Anjum Chaudry 16-3-52-4

(Lost by 19 runs)
Alan Ramage was a very talented sportsman. In 1975, he first played for Yorkshire in the old John Player Sunday League and later made 23 first class appearances for the White Rose county between 1979 and 1983. In the same year, he began a five year spell as a professional footballer at Middlesbrough under the tutelage of 1966 World Cup winner Jack Charlton, before spending a brief spell with Derby County.

Having left professional cricket at the end of the previous summer, Ramage represented the Minor Counties in two Benson and Hedges Cup matches in 1984 and later played for West Herts (where he also played the following season).  He produced an extraordinary match-winning innings which contributed greatly to ending our unbeaten start to the league season.

Although I was not in attendance, I’ve heard from Trevor Sturgess, who was scoring for West Herts that day and became a good friend over the years, told me Ramage hit David Pilkington for a flat six directly through the opening of the scorebox at Town Fields (something I’ve never seen happen). According to the scorebook, it happened off the final ball of the first over of the day. 

It obviously set the tone for what followed as Ramage dominated his side’s innings as he struck another two maximums alongside 19 fours, scoring over 73 per cent of all the runs scored while he was at the wicket, being fifth man out with the score on 167.  He was eventually bowled by Pilkington, who began a spell of 5-12 in 38 balls as the visitors lost their  last six wickets for just 26 runs.

Ramage’s opening partner and captain, Richard Simons  (10) was the only other West Herts batsman to reach double figures but Sawbo conceded 20 extras which was to prove crucial to the final outcome of the game. Our other successful bowlers Brendan Heath (8-1-18-2) and Tim Burleigh, who took three wickets in his first four overs, his full figures being listed above. 

Peter Rue laid the foundations for our reply by top scoring with 59, scoring the lion’s share of a second wicket partnership of 66 with Richard Harnack (13). Ted Levey was the first wicket to fall, scoring 28 off 27 balls in an opening stand of 40 and also became the first Sawbo player to reach 1,000 runs for the season. 
Keith Proctor (7-0-22-3) took three wickets in four overs as we slipped from 106-1 to 121-4 but Terry Dash and Burleigh (27)  added 36 runs without further alarm.  Once Terry was run out for 15, Tim followed shortly afterwards as he was bowled by Steve Easterbrook to leave us on 162-6.  Seven runs were added before Anjum Chaudry  swung the game decisively as he produced a triple wicket maiden, dismissing Heath (4), Alec Greenlees (6) and Andy Cooke for a second ball duck. Pilkington struck the first two balls of the next over for two runs apiece but perished off the third as our last six wickets fell for 16 runs. Meanwhile, West Herts would later play a major role in the destination of the title as the season reached its climax...
Sunday 29 July 
Ancients v Moderns:
Ancients 187  (61.4 overs) Tony Morgan 41, Kevin Elkins 37, Frank Bogdin 31,  
David Pilkington 18.4-8-51-4
Moderns 192-6 (50.2 overs) David Burrell 90, Richard Harnack 48  (Moderns won by 4 wickets)
For the uninitiated, Ancients v Moderns was an all day inter-club game which in those days saw the split being 29 years old, so anybody over that age qualified for the Ancients. In a tradition dating back way before I joined the club, the statistics for these matches always counted towards the first team averages so I just carried on the tradition. 

The 1984 version had a dramatic start and a thrilling conclusion saw the Moderns secured an exciting last over win with four balls to spare.  David Pilkington struck twice in the first over of this all day game, as he clean bowled Ted Levey for third ball duck and completed it by dismissing Alan Webb, who was caught by Tim Burleigh without scoring. Tony Morgan and Kevin Elkins added 73 for the third wicket with Frank Bogdin (31) and Terry Dash (26) being the only other Ancients players to pass 20.  From 165-5, theys lost their last five wickets for 22 runs, the last falling to Pilkington, who finished with 4-51.  The other wickets fell to Brendan Heath (14-2-29-2), Paul Fletcher (14-4-46-2), Tim Burleigh (8-4-13-1) and a run out. 

Richard Harnack and David Burrell broke the back of the Moderns’ chase with a third wicket partnership of 125 before they lost four wickets for 16 runs (172-2 to 186-6).  Six runs were needed off the final over and Burleigh settled the game with a maximum off Webb, who finished with figures of 2-40 in 7.2 overs.  Ron Davis (7-2-31-1), John Weil (8-4-20-1), Terry Dash (12-4-36-1) took a wicket apiece with Neil Price being the other wicket to fall, being run out for 10.  

At least I would experience this encounter the following year which would be the last “official” game of its kind as it wasn’t played in 1986 due to the rearrangement of a cup game and was not revived.
Saturday 4 August & Sunday 5 August
From a very selfish point of view, I was delighted to discover on my return that our league game at Hertford and Sunday friendly at home to Saffron Walden had both been abandoned without a ball being bowled due to rain.  Amazingly, we wouldn’t play Walden until 1988 as the fixture got rained off for four seasons in a row…..
Saturday 11 August
(Bryan Herts League)
Bishop’s Stortford 208-4 dec (54 overs)  Steve Plumb 103, Charlie Bannister 40, Brian Skingle 36
Sawbridgeworth 133-7 (39 overs) David Burrell 31, Ted Levey 30, Steve Plumb 13-2-72-3  (Drawn)
I returned to league action less than 48 hours after returning from Italy as I experienced my first derby game against a Bishop’s Stortford side who I discovered later that day had reached the final of the William Younger Cup (National KO) at Lord’s.  It was the second time in six years they had achieved the amazing feat, but like in 1978, they would lose in the final the following week, on this occasion to Birmingham side Old Hill.
    Back to the present and we made a great start in the field as David Pilkington (7-3-21-1) had Mark Gouldstone caught behind by Andy Cooke in the first over of the day for a fifth ball duck.  To their credit, Stortford shrugged off this early loss and dominated the rest of the match as we held on grimly for a draw. Steve Plumb and Charlie Bannister put on 104 for the second wicket, with the former scoring the first century I witnessed by an opposition player against Sawbridgeworth.  Steve’s 103, which was described in the 1985 league handbook review as “a brilliant ton”, came off 145 balls in 155 minutes (18 fours and two sixes). He was third man out with the score on 167 before Brian Skingle (36) and Roy Wacey (17*) added 41  before the former’s dismissal signalled the declaration. He was caught by Pilkington off the bowling of John Hansford, who finally took a wicket off the final ball of his unchanged spell which yielded figures of 27-11-83-1. Our other wicket-takers were Brendan Heath (7-0-29-1) and Tim Burleigh (7-1-28-1). 

In reply, we struggled with the bat following the early dismissals of Peter Rue (0) and Kevin Elkins (4) that left us 9-2 in the seventh over. Ted Levey (30) dominated the early part of our innings but a fourth wicket stand of 48 between David Burrell (31) and Tim Burleigh (23)  was our only partnership of any substance.  Plumb rounded off a good day personally for Stortford, returning figures of 3-72 in 13 overs while David Surridge (13-5-16-1), Chris Larlham (6-2-20-1) and Robert Earl (7-2-21-2) proved very  difficult to get away.  Brendan Heath (16*) survived for 45 minutes to help us secure the draw while Paul Monger began his illustrious 11 year stint with the club following his move from Hertford.  He scored 17 with the bat, having earlier conceded 35 runs from six overs. He was caught off the penultimate ball of the day by Adrian Brown to give Plumb his third wicket before Pilkington blocked out the final delivery.  Incidentally Nigel Witherden, who is now a member of the SCC groundstaff, got the “TFC” award for Stortford that day, he did not bat,  bowl or take a catch!  Thanks for coming Nige! 
Sunday 12 August
Sawbridgeworth 158-9 dec (51 overs) Neil Price 56, J Swain 13-3-33-4
Chesham 160-7 (41 overs) M Cook 42, Terry Dash 13-3-57-3

(Lost by 3 wickets)
When I was given the fixture list at the start of the season we were originally down to play Hoddesdon in a friendly on this day, but I guess both clubs decided they would prefer not to play each other twice a season.

So we made our first trip to Buckinghamshire to play Chesham with just six of the team that had played against Bishop’s Stortford the previous day, which was a low number for a Sunday game in this era.  Our “makeshift” side did well in the circumstances with the hosts finally overhauling our modest total of 158 with two overs to spare.

M Cook (42) and M Cooper (26) put on 60 for the second wicket following the early departure of A Stay (4) who was bowled by Philip Chaplin (8-2-34-1) with the score on 10.  When the latter fell to Tim Burleigh (7-0-16-1) via a catch by Neil Price, a dramatic collapse ensued as Chesham tumbled from 70-1 to 116-7.  Terry Dash, who had limited opportunities with the ball this season, took three in a rare long spell with Brendan Heath (3-1-12-1) and Paul Fletcher (10-2-39-1) taking one each. However, some sensible batting from T Alam (23*) and P Gunning (21*), saw the hosts over the line as they shared eight boundaries in their 44 run partnership.

Earlier, our innings had been a stop-start affair with Price comfortably top scoring with 56, hitting nine boundaries from 93 balls. Peter Rue (26) was our only other player to reach 20 as wickets fell regularly as  Dash (13), Alec Greenlees (10) and Tim Burleigh (19 off 14 balls) all perished after reaching double figures.  A decent game of cricket though, and we continued to play Chesham until 1990.
Saturday 18 August  
(Bryan Herts League)
Radlett 178  (53.4 overs)  Dave Hickman 75, Tim Burleigh 19-5-56-5, Paul Monger 19.4-40-3
Sawbridgeworth 164 (44.5 overs) David Burrell 42, John Carr 13.5-4-42-5      (Lost by 14 runs)
Our league campaign continued to falter as we collapsed to a narrow defeat at Cobden Hill, a ground to this day I have never finished on the winning side as a scorer.  (yes we beat Radlett 2nd XI there in 2003 but that was on their second pitch)

The top order wavered in pursuit of a modest looking target  as Ted Levey (10), Kevin Elkins (1) and Peter Rue (16) were all caught behind by David Hanson as we slipped to 36-3.  

David Burrell (42) and Paul Monger (26) took the score to 94  before the latter was dismissed by John Carr, after finding the safe hands of Radlett skipper Ian Holland.  Nick Draper, whose initial opening burst yielded figures of 8-1-14-1, returned to trap Burrell in front in his third over back to leave us on 116-5.

Neil Price (26) and Tim Burleigh added a further 21 runs before our final five wickets fell for 27 as we were dismissed with seven balls remaining.  Carr, who would go on to score over 10,000 first class runs for Middlesex between 1983 and 1996, turned the game decisively in favour of the home side by  taking four wickets for five runs in 32 deliveries to finish with a well deserved five wicket haul (the other wicket saw David Pilkington run out for seven).

Earlier, Radlett’s innings had been held together by opener Dave Hickman, whose decisive knock of 75 spanned 103 minutes and 114 balls and eight fours. He scored exactly half of the runs scored while he was at the wicket before being fifth man with the score on 150, featuring in a third wicket partnership of 66 with Martin  Edney (25), who was the only other home player to pass 20.

Hickman was snapped up by Neil Price off the bowling of Burleigh, who took 4-11 in his last eight overs to record his best figures of the season of 5-56.  The captain’s second catch of the day gave Paul Monger his first wicket for Sawbo (the recently lamented Charlie Randall for nine) and he finished with impressive figures of 3-40 in his second game since joining from Hertford. 

The first two wickets of the day fell to Pilkington (8-0-49-2), who reminded me he slightly tore a rotator cuff which meant he didn’t bowl again for a month (I had remembered we kept quiet about the injury, but I couldn’t have told you what it was until he told me)

Meanwhile, what had happened to Watford? They had been our main title challengers all summer, but it was another result that went in our favour. According to the league handbook review, they could only take nine wickets in their local derby against West Herts, who held on for the draw after surviving no fewer than 63 overs.  Could the season really have a fairytale ending? 
Sunday 19 August
Sawbridgeworth 240-5 dec (49.2 overs) David Pilkington 80*, Brendan Heath 50*
Hadleigh and Thundersley 205-9 (49 overs) M Seaden 45,  R Curtis 42, Paul Monger 19-4-66-7
(Match Drawn) 
Paul Monger’s remarkable bowling performance took us to within a whisker of an outright win over Hadleigh and Thundersley, whose last pair survived the final four overs to secure a draw. 

Chasing 241 to win, the visitors were given the perfect platform as their opening pair of Seaden and M Sibbons (37) put on 86 before three wickets fell for the addition of just two runs. Curtis (42) and D Harrod (28) took the score to 142 before the latter was lbw to give Monger his third wicket but it was Tim Burleigh’s run out of the former which sparked a dramatic collapse from 174-4 to 196-9. Paul took all of the remaining four wickets to fall in the space of 13 deliveries but the final wicket remained elusive as the Essex side hung on despite the fact we bowled 22 overs in the last hour.

In only his third game for the club, Paul equalled the season’s best individual bowling figures of 7-66 which had been recorded back in May by David Pilkington, who earlier in the day had made his highest score of the season with the bat.  He finished unbeaten on 80 (100 balls, 88 minutes) having struck 10 fours and a six, adding 98 with Brendan Heath, whose whirlwind half-century came from just 35 balls.  The pair rescued us from 142-5 after Monger (28) and David Burrell (31) had featured in a third wicket partnership of 55 after Ted Levey (10) and Kevin Elkins (8) had departed in the first seven overs of our innings.
Monday 20 August 
Sawbridgeworth 249-5 dec (65 overs) Ted Levey 80, Alan Webb 39*, Tim Burleigh 33*
President’s XI 253-7 (52.5 overs) Simon Sargent 84*, A Robinson 45*, John Hansford 15.5-3-63-3  
(Lost by 3 wickets)
So onto Cricket Week and my first President’s Day saw a cracking encounter with Les Richardson’s side pulling off a memorable win in an exciting climax. 

Chasing exactly 250 to win, the visitors overcame the early loss of Ian Holland (a different one to the Radlett captain we had played against two days earlier) as Alec Felstead (27) and Barry Birch (31) featured in a second wicket partnership of 67 either side of tea.

Alec’s dismissal, which saw him caught behind by Andy Cooke off the bowling of Alan Webb (8-1-43-1), sparked a collapse from 74-1 to 101-5 before Ted Natley (17) and Simon Sargent took the score to 158.  When Stephen Benson, who became headmaster of Bishop’s Stortford College that year, was run out by Cooke, the game was in the balance at 190-7.  However, A Robinson, coming in at number nine, smashed an unbeaten 45 off just 19 balls (six fours and three sixes) as the President’s side got home with more than four overs to spare. Robinson’s whirlwind knock rather upstaged an excellent innings from Sargent, who top scored with an unbeaten 84, which included 15 boundaries and came off 103 deliveries.  

John Hansford, who had taken 3-29 in 12 overs his opening spell, returned to concede 34 runs from last 23 balls, while the other two wickets were claimed by Tim Burleigh (15-2-69-2).

Earlier, Sargent had taken both wickets to fall in the morning session, dismissing Peter Rue (25) and Kevin Elkins (11) in a pre lunch spell of 13 overs that saw him return figures of 2-50. Ted Levey top scored with 80 (117 balls, 13 fours and a six) as he dominated a third wicket partnership of 73 with David Burrell (25) before edging behind to Benson off John Nicholas (20-7-77-2).

 Burleigh and Webb, who finished unbeaten on 33 and 39 respectively, added 70 in 82 balls before the declaration came at the end of 65 overs, which were bowled in just over three hours’ playing time - an over-rate unheard of these days…..  
Tuesday 21 August
Sawbridgeworth 295-4 dec (59.4 overs) Peter Rue 114, Ted Levey 72
Herts League XI 297-6 (49.2 overs) Nigel Davey 67, Alan Bagguley 62, Charlie Bannister 49
(Lost by 4 wickets)
Day two of Cricket Week and we suffered our second defeat in as many days in an extraordinary high scoring game which are more commonplace these days but were a rare event in the 1980s.

Ted Levey and Peter Rue batted throughout the morning session, reaching 153-0 off the 41 overs bowled in the two hours before lunch. They extended the highest opening partnership in all first team matches this season to 192, with Peter contributing nearly 60 per cent of the stand before he fell for a brilliant 114 from 135 balls which 20 fours and two sixes.

He was caught by Letchworth’s Graham Fish off the bowling of Cheshunt’s Ray Kingshott, who would reach a century off his own, taking 2-106 from 15.4 overs after also having Neil Price (19) stumped by Stortford’s Graham Wells.   Hitchin’s Dave Sutton (17-5-63-2) dismissed Ted, who was bowled for 72, and David Burrell, who passed 1,000 runs for the season before falling leg before for 24.  

Frank Bogdin (26* off 23 balls) and Alec Greenlees (24*) added an unbroken 53 for the fifth wicket before the declaration came at 3.43pm. 

The visitors had 14 overs to bat before tea and they got off to an absolute flier as they reached 102-1 with Hertford’s Alan Bagguley the man to fall. His whirlwind innings of 62 off just 36 balls included 12 fours and two sixes as he put on 94 for the first wicket with Hoddesdon’s Grant Silliss, before being snared by Rue off Philip Chaplin (8-1-40-2).

Silliss went to the break on 31 and would not add to his total as he fell to a return catch by Gary Poulter with the score on 110.  Charlie Bannister fell in identical fashion one short of his half-century, this time finding the safe hands of Tim Burleigh to leave the visitors on 160-4.


Nigel Davey (67 off 62 balls) featured in partnerships of 63 and 66 with Hitchin team mate Andy Waters (22) and Wells, who hit the winning boundary with 10 balls to spare.  He finished 36 not out from just 29 deliveries with Hertford’s Roger Kent at the other end on four.  

Burleigh conceded 46 from his last six overs to become the second player in the game to concede more than 100 runs (19-2-102-2). He was bowling at the end of the match with Poulter, who took 2-47 in 12.2 overs. 
Wednesday 22 August
Mediators 308-7 dec (52 overs) Glenn Poulter 136,  Vic Brooks 60, Gary Poulter 18-4-81-3
Sawbridgeworth 188 (40.5 overs) Peter Rue 48, Barry Birch 41, Mike Rogers 14.5-1-53-8
(Lost by 120 runs)
While our first two Cricket Week defeats had been fairly closely fought affairs, on Wednesday we were given a drubbing by the Mediators, a midweek outfit that played a handful of games a year. They mainly consisted of Essex League players but this year also included Sawbridgeworth’s very own John Pyle in their line-up.

We were never seriously going to challenge the visitors’ total of 308, but the draw still looked a decent bet after Peter Rue (48) and David Pilkington  had taken us to 94-1 shortly after tea. We collapsed to a highly remarkable  bowling display by Woodford Wells’ Mike Rogers, who took eight of the last nine wickets to fall in exactly 11 overs.

Rogers began the rout by bowling Pilko for 27 before Rue fell two short of his 50, being caught by John Brooks off the bowling of Pyle (6-1-15-1).  The rest of our line-up perished to Rogers, whose three return catches included Barry Birch, who smashed 41 off just 26 balls.  We were all out with 8.1 overs remaining with Neil Price (10) being the only other player to reach double figures.

Earlier, Gary Poulter had returned figures of 3-81 which were highly respectable in view of a brilliant batting display by the  Mediators which was led by his namesake Glenn.  The Fives and Heronians batsman, who had retired hurt first ball when we faced him back in April, hit 25 fours and a six in his 136 that came off 126 deliveries. Brothers John (34) and Vic Brooks (60 off 46 balls) from Walthamstow played the main supporting role with the latter sharing a fourth wicket partnership of 107 with Poulter.

Our other wicket takers were Philip Chaplin (7-0-48-1), Peter Rue (10-4-25-1) and Tim Burleigh (12-0-85-2) but it was a game we were second best in all departments. 
Thursday 23 August
Essex Pilgrims 198 (66.1 overs) Mark Surridge 47, Tony Puncher 46, John Richardson 24-10-46-4
Sawbridgeworth 199-7 (45.2 overs) David Burrell 39, Frank Bogdin 37, Ted Natley 16-0-52-3
(Won by 3 wickets)
We finally got off the mark in Cricket Week in against Essex Pilgrims, whose president was Clem Driver, who was the official scorer of Essex CCC at the time and whom I would met later on two occasions (he was not present at this game).  I spent a day with him in the scorebox at Chelmsford in 1985 and also at the WACA ground in Perth in 1990 when I was in Australia and he was England’s official scorer on that tour.  (Driver, who was born in Saffron Walden,  passed away in October 2005 aged 84).

In contrast to the three previous games in the week, this was a low-scoring affair with no player managing to score a half-century.  
      Graham Hancock contributed just a single to an opening stand of 30 with Mark Surridge (47) who recorded the highest individual score of the match before falling to Paul Fletcher (14-4-41-1) with the catch being taken by David Burrell, who captained the side.  The Pilgrims reached lunch on 103-3 from 37 overs with former Sawbridgeworth skipper Tony Puncher unbeaten on 41 and Malcolm Wright on four. Wright departed five minutes after the interval to the first of three catches in the field by Andy Cooke as Frank Bogdin was keeping wicket.

John Richardson took four of the first five wickets to fall in a marathon spell ending with the dismissal of Puncher who was bowled four short of his 50.  His departure left the visitors on 112-5 before 15 year old Giles Ecclestone (27) and the slightly more mature Ted Natley (29) took the score to 164.

Paul Monger (11-4-23-2) and John Turner (9.1-1-15-3) ripped through the lower order as the Pilgrims’ last five wickets fell for 34 runs. 

Andy Cooke (4) and Barry Birch (22) departed before tea before David Farr (30) and Burrell (39) put on 74 for the third wicket before 119-2 became 132-5.  We lost just two more wickets before reaching our target with Bogdin (37) before he was caught by Puncher off Natley, who took 3-52 in 16 overs, with two runs required to win.

The two Johns, Richardson and Hansford, completed the win with a single apiece but our innings was unusual in the fact that extras top scored with 40, consisting of three no balls, one leg bye and no fewer than 36 byes!  
Friday 24 August
Sawbridgeworth 204-6 dec (53.5 overs)  David Burrell 108*, Ollie Whittaker 16-4-43-3
Carnegie 205-6 (47.5 overs) E Pennycooke 56, Peter Rue 23.5-8-80-4   (Lost by 4 wickets)
David Burrell’s first and,  as it turned out, only century of the season wasn’t enough to prevent a four wicket defeat to Carnegie, with our West Indian opponents chasing down their target of 205 with just seven balls to spare.

He dominated our innings after Alec Greenlees and captain Ted Levey were dismissed for a single apiece within the first five overs of the day following a delayed start to 12.18pm due to the late arrival of our opponents (this would be a continuing theme over the coming years).

Burrell shared a third wicket partnership of 73 with Kevin Elkins (29) either side of lunch as he went on to produce a marathon effort, hitting 16 fours and a six from 157 balls during his 168 minute stay at the crease.  After taking 104 balls to reach his 50, he needed just another 51 deliveries to go to his century as he rescued us from 88-4 with David Pilkington (13), Andy Cooke (16) and Peter Rue (17* off 13 balls) playing supporting roles to the future captain.

Pennycooke (56) and R Worrell (31) broke the back of the visitors’ chase with an opening stand of 81.  As well as bowling unchanged throughout the innings, Rue had a hand in all six Carnegie wickets that fell as he also took two catches off John Turner (11-0-51-1) and Paul Fletcher (6-1-36-1). In truth, the visitors were never seriously troubled with all rounder D Chambers, who had earlier returned figures of 11-2-33-2, hitting the winning runs as he finished unbeaten on 31 from 27 balls after coming in at number seven.
Saturday 25 August
Sawbridgeworth 185-9 dec (54.4 overs) David Burrell 45, Ted Levey 38, Paul Whiting 22.4-4-59-6
North Mymms 190-5 (31 overs) Paul Whiting 58*, Mark Saxby 41*    (Lost by 5 wickets)
The 1984 season saw an odd number of teams competing in the Bryan Herts League so our “free” week saw us play a friendly against North Mymms, who would join the league the following year. 

We were comprehensively beaten as the visitors raced to victory with 10 overs to spare, scoring at more than six an over, which was unusually high for this era and put our pedestrian rate of 3.32 in the shade.  

Paul Whiting began a stunning all round performance for Mymms as he removed Peter Rue (21), Ted Levey (38) and Neil Price (0) in his first eight overs to reduce us to 63-3.  David Burrell (45) and Terry Dash (23) put on 63 for the fourth wicket before Terry was caught behind off the returning Whiting, who would take three more wickets in his second spell (see figures above).

We slumped from 130-3 to 185-9 with Whiting’s new ball partner, Ian Lobar (12-2-52-3) taking 3-25 in his second spell having earlier conceded 27 from his opening three overs. Our only other double figure contributions came from Tim Burleigh (14) and Brendan Heath (16) before the dismissal of John Hansford (7) signalled the declaration in the 55th over.

Bill Curness (32) (who sadly passed away back in April) and Keith Dennis (36) got the visitors off to a flier as they raced to 82 without loss before Burleigh (9-3-40-2) and Rue (9-2-56-3) reduced them to 91-5. The Birtwistle brothers, Chris and Ted, both went without scoring with the former being caught by team-mate Ronnie Paterson who was as fielding as a substitute having earlier taken two catches keeping wicket for Mymms.   (I have no idea who was off the field for us, I didn’t start recording those details until the following year).

The game looked to be in the balance but Whiting (58* off 51 balls) and Mark Saxby, who would perform consistently well against us over the next two decades or so, completed a comfortable win. After taking 19 balls to get off the mark, Saxby finished proceedings in style as he struck the last three deliveries for 16 off Rue (6,4, 6) as he hit 41 from his next 19 as the pair finished one short of a 100 run partnership.

But my stand out memory of the day came in the bar after the match when Tim Burleigh got off the phone after calling Hoddesdon as they were playing in the league against Watford, who had been our main title rivals and had not lost a game all season. Everyone went quiet as he revealed the result. “Hoddesdon 96” he began, as a collective groan went round the room…….  However, as the words “Watford 72” left his lips, the place went completely mad.  According to the league handbook, Chris Thomas took figures of 18.4-10-21-6 for Watford but Simon Spencer’s 8-35 in 18 overs secured an astonishing 24 run victory for a Hoddesdon side who had taken until 21 July to record their first league win of the season (they would win four of their last six matches).  One league match to play and the title was virtually ours….
Sunday 26 August
Sawbridgeworth 246-4 dec (52.2 overs) Kevin Elkins 100*, Peter Rue 46
Chingford 247-7 (47.4 overs) Richard Alston 112, Philip Chaplin 5-0-28-3, Paul Fletcher 19-7-52-3
(Lost by 3 wickets)
A game of contrasting centuries were the highlight of a high-scoring thriller against Chingford, who eventually triumphed with eight balls to spare.

Kevin Elkins provided the bedrock of our decent total with a century that could easily be described as “an innings of two halves”.  After taking 109 balls to reach his fifty, he needed only another 18 deliveries to reach three figures as he dominated an unbroken fifth wicket partnership of 92 with David Pilkington (25 not out).  Earlier, Peter Rue had scored an entertaining 46 off 45 balls before being second man out with the score on 66 before David Burrell contributed a slightly slower 27 as he helped take the score to 129 before falling lbw to Steve Miell (13-3-60-2).

For the third day running, we didn’t get an early breakthrough as Chingford’s opening pair of Rashid (24) and Karuna Sivajoti put on 73 before Paul Fletcher led the fightback.  After conceding 15 runs in his first nine overs, he finally got his deserved reward, taking three wickets in five overs as the visitors reached the last hour on 102-4. Tim Burleigh took the other wicket to fall as he removed Sivajoti for 37. This meant they required 145 from a minimum of 20 overs, not a stiff target in the modern game but one that was rarely achieved in the ‘80s.  However, nobody could have anticipated an extraordinary display from Chingford’s legendary left hander Richard Alston. His statistics really summed up his performance as he scored 112 from just 84 balls with eight fours and 10 sixes. Now I wasn’t doing run charts this year but I vividly remember one straight six that literally went halfway down Springhall Road.  Peter Cross did well to contribute 27 to a fifth wicket stand of 116 before Philip Chaplin (5-0-28-3) struck three times as many overs including Alston, who was caught by Neil Price with two runs needed to win.  Burleigh bore the brunt of the onslaught – having conceded just 13 runs from his first five overs, his  final four went for 52 as he ended with figures of 9-0-65-1.

This allowed Mike Blake to hit the winning runs as the visitors completed a remarkable victory in the penultimate over in a game skippered by Burrell despite the presence of the regular captain in the team.  
Monday 27 August 
Orsett & Thurrock  267 (56.5 overs)  C Stevens 71, Paul Fletcher 21-4-100-5, Terry Dash 14.5-1-57-4
Sawbridgeworth 207-6 (60 overs) Brendan Heath 78*, Terry Dash 52*         (Match Drawn)
A magnificent unbeaten seventh wicket partnership of 131 between Terry Dash and Brendan Heath helped secure a very honourable draw in our return game with Orsett and Thurrock.

The pair came together when we were in big trouble at 76-6 after we had lost six wickets for 49 after Ted Levey had scored all 27 runs (off 19 balls) of his opening partnership with Peter Rue, who was second out for a 15 ball duck!  They blunted the visitors’ attack for an hour and a half and scored at a decent lick as well.  Brendan’s unbeaten 78 came from just 106 balls and included 15 boundaries and contributed nearly 60 per cent of the stand.  

Terry played the anchor role, striking seven fours as he reached a richly deserved half-century in the final over of this all day game from 104 deliveries. He had earlier played a major part with the ball, polishing off the Orsett innings with three wickets in five balls to finish with 4-57 as the visitors slumped from 266-6 to 267 all out. He bowled excellently in tandem with Paul Fletcher (5-100) with the pair sharing the last nine wickets to fall after Peter Rue (8-1-30-1) had broken an opening stand of 52 between Ian Redpath (52) and Dave Webb (22).  The pair were among only four Orsett players who had appeared in the previous game on 1 July; the others being all rounder Richard Outterside, who scored a run a ball 45 and conceded 19 runs in 10 overs and C Harris, who contributed 16 runs and one wicket. In contrast, we fielded nine of the same side from that narrow defeat back in July  that had featured four Australians in the match. David Pilkington was the only Antipodean representation this time, this time being dismissed for a seven ball duck while still being unable to bowl.
Saturday 1 September  (Bryan Herts League)
St Albans 267-6 dec  (54.2 overs) Terry Driver 72, Nick Gilbert 72, Gary Poulter 8.2-0-31-2
Sawbridgeworth 136 (40.2 overs) Peter Rue 40, Brian Collins 16.2-5-34-5     (Lost by 131 runs)
Well we did it! Little old Sawbridgeworth ended the season as the best team in Hertfordshire as the record books showed they became champions for the first time in 1984.

However, our campaign didn’t end in style as we secured the title at Clarence Park despite suffering our biggest defeat of the season.  In truth, we had stumbled over the line after we didn’t win any of our last five matches (lost 3, drawn 1, abandoned 1) but there was no doubting we deserved to win the league.  We recorded more victories than anyone else (eight), one more than runners-up Watford (title winners in 1980 and 1982), 1983 winners Cheshunt,  Radlett and 1981 champions Bishop’s Stortford who made up the top five.  (Incidentally, Radlett’s first league title would not come until 1989, when we would beat them on their way to winning their maiden championship as they had done with us). 

We were fortunate that every result went for us in the last month of the season but none of the chasing pack were able to string together a run of consistent results like we had done in recording seven wins on the spin in June and July. 

Our bowling statistics were very impressive. We took 120 wickets out of a possible 140, dismissing the opposition in nine of our 14 matches. David Pilkington was the league’s top wicket-taker, his haul of 46 wickets coming at an amazing average of 11.87 (he missed the last game through injury).   In eight league games, Brian McMahon took 14 wickets at 8.92 (in addition to scoring 217 runs at 31) conceding just 2.34 runs per over.   John Hansford (19 wickets at 24.05) and Brendan Heath (10 wickets at 16.40) also had economy rates of less than three while Tim Burleigh’s strike rate of 25 balls per wicket was bettered only by the Australians.  The captain took 17 wickets at 17.12 in addition to scoring 174 runs at a touch under 20.  Over half of our wickets (68) fell to catches with Tim leading the way with 12 and Andy Cooke taking 10 behind the stumps.

As I’ve admitted since, I was too young at the time to really appreciate the scale of our achievement.  You turn up to a club for the first time where you don’t know anyone and you end up watching a league winning side.  It was a truly outstanding team effort with everyone playing their part at different times.  The players went out to celebrate afterwards but I wasn’t a part of it (see Terry Dash’s memories below).

To the game itself where we came a distant second.  We were always playing catch up after we conceded our highest opening league stand of the summer as Terry Driver (72) and skipper Bob Pomphrey (44) on 97 before the latter was bowled by Burleigh (7-2-40-1).
 
Nick Gilbert matched Driver’s score from just 68 balls as he featured in a third wicket partnership of 96 with M J H Johnston, who was unluckily run out on 49 by Gary Poulter, who proved to be the pick of our bowling attack. He clean bowled Gilbert and trapped Tom Stancombe lbw for a “golden” when the declaration was immediately called.

John Hansford toiled away for 20 overs but the wicket of Driver, who was caught by Neil Price, was his only reward as he ended with figures of 1-80. 

Ted Levey (10) fell in the ninth over of our reply, bowled by Brian Collins with the score of 18. This meant he finished on 476 league runs at 34,  which was one of the highest individual tallies in the league that season.  According to the league handbook, Hemel Hempstead’s Martin Wright was the only batsman to top 500 runs and his team-mate Paul Burgess scored 496 runs at 55.11.

Collins also dismissed Peter Rue top scored in our reply with 40 to finish with 301 runs at 23.15. He helped us reach 73-2 but when he was caught by Gilbert, this sparked a collapse that saw us lose our last eight wickets for 63 runs.  Skipper Burleigh (23), in his final league game in charge, was our only other player to pass 20 while David Burrell fell for 14 to finish with a creditable 372 runs in the competition at 26.57.

The last three wickets fell to Collins, who mopped up up the tail in 14 balls to finish figures of  5-34 and according to the handbook, ended with 37 wickets at 13.30.

In the end, the result didn’t matter a jot.  As I wrote in the scorebook “St Albans won by 131 runs but SAWBRIDGEWORTH HAVE WON THE LEAGUE!” (yes, the last bit was in capitals!)   Truly amazing. 
I am indebted to Terry Dash for his thoughts on the season:
Tim Burleigh was a nice guy and some of his cricketing decisions were baffling but they all came off ! The good lord must have been looking down on him.
Dave Pilkington was a first rate bowler and a real handful for the average club batsman. Brian McMahon excelled with bat and ball and both he and Pilko were fierce competitors. This raised the game of people like Brendan Heath, John Hansford , Neil Price, Dave Burrell and Andy Cooke. Everyone in the side contributed during the season and the fielding was sharp. Not only were we winning on Saturdays but Sundays as well because everyone wanted to play in a winning side.
As for myself, I do not think Tim rated my bowling because I was not as economical as McMahon and he liked to bowl his leg spinners. I also moved down the batting order but my powers were on the wane  and the team has to come first.
When we won the title, which sent shivers down the backs of Herts CC, we celebrated in a local Indian restaurant. I think it was the one by the top of Bell Street. There is a classic photo of Burleigh and club president Les Richardson in the Herts and Essex Observer on September 6 1984 with Tim raising his glass and Les managing a smile.
Tim should have captained the Herts League side the next season but handed that honour over to me and the rest is history………
Sunday 2 September
Mill Hill Village 253-2 dec  (44.1 overs) Denis David 115*, Colin Tomkins 83*
Sawbridgeworth 254-7 (51.3 overs)  Peter Rue 65, Neil Price 63, David Burrell 56.
Gary Topp 10.2-2-47-3, Richard Jerome 14-2-60-3 

  (Won by 3 wickets)
Less than 20 hours after we became league champions, nine of the 11 players that had played the previous day travelled to Mill Hill Village, who these days compete in Hertfordshire but back in ‘84 played in the then Middlesex Cricketers’ League.

We triumphed in a high-scoring thriller by chasing down 254 to win with just three balls remaining. Peter Rue, who top scored with 65, led the chase by hitting 11 fours and two sixes from 82 deliveries as we reached 85-1.  A promising youngster called Richard Jerome (some of you might have heard of him!) took three wickets in successive overs to leave us wobbling on 96-4. Neil Price came in to share  partnerships of 65 and 77 with the two Davids.  Burrell smashed a fifty off just 29 balls before  Pilkington contributed a slightly more sedate 24 as we reached 218-6.  Price departed with six runs to win after hitting six fours and two sixes in his 69 ball knock of 63 before Paul Monger (13*) and Brendan Heath (2*) saw us home with the latter hitting the winning single.

Opening bowler Gary Topp, who dismissed Price and Pilkington in his second spell, was the pick of the home attack, taking 3-47 with Jerome finishing with figures of 3-60.  

Denis David (12-1-55-1) who took the other wicket to fall, had earlier provided the highlight of the home side’s innings with a whirlwind century. He scored 115 in an unbroken third wicket partnership of 155 with opener Colin Tomkins (83*) off just 66 balls (having reached his century off 61), hitting 16 fours and five sixes in 63 minutes of carnage.  Having taken 27.2 overs to score 100, the home side needed less than 17 more overs to hit their next 150 before they declared at 4.31pm after exactly 2½ hours.  In terms of time, it was a fair declaration as we had eight more overs to bat but we just produced a very good chase….
Saturday 8 September
Papworth Everard 218-6 dec (47 overs) Vince Reed 107*, Terry Dash 15-0-79-4, 
Gary Poulter 15-5-43-2
Sawbridgeworth 222-6 (50.5 overs)  Ted Levey 69, Paul Monger 39, Peter Rue 31, Vince Reed 7-1-22-4
(Won by 4 wickets)
We travelled to Papworth for what was Tim Burleigh’s final game for Sawbridgeworth, as my former teacher and mentor was moving out of the area as he had left Waterside for a new position at Wellesley House in Broadstairs, Kent. 

Although he didn’t have great game personally, Tim ended up on the winning side as another excellent team performance saw us home in a closely fought battle in the penultimate over.

The home side fielded five members of the Reed family but it was Vince who rescued Papworth from 73-5  with a fine unbeaten century. He finished 107 not out from just 81 balls, including 15 fours and three sixes.

Gary Poulter took two early scalps in a fine opening spell (11-5-20-2) before Terry Dash took three wickets in five overs, and they were all caught by David Pilkington!

R Girdwood (28) and Roly Reed (26*) added 66 and 79 with the centurion with former becoming Terry’s fourth victim with  Burleigh taking his 26th and final catch of the season. There was a remarkable statistic in the home side’s innings in that Sawbridgeworth did not concede a single extra in the 47 overs they bowled!

Ted Levey dominated the early part of our reply, top scoring with 69 (98 balls, 10 fours & a six), before being second man out with the score on 151. He had shared partnerships of 58 and 93 with Peter Rue (31) and Paul Monger (39) with Peter’s dismissal leaving him one short of the magical 1,000 for the season.  Other double figure contributions came from David Burrell (18)  and Dash (24) but Burleigh managed only four in his last ever innings for the club.  

We needed nine runs off the last over and Neil Price (8 not out) and  Pilkington (10* off four balls) saw us home with the latter striking the winning boundary with one ball to spare.  
Sunday 9 September
Sawbridgeworth 213-7 dec (47.4 overs)  Paul Monger 58, Kevin Elkins 52, Ted Levey 46
Buckhurst Hill 47-1 (16.5 overs)       (No result – Match Abandoned as a draw)
This was a milestone day for me and I scored my first Sawbridgeworth game using the “Frindall” system  that I have used full time from the second game of the following season, with all the extra information and run charts that I do to this day.   (for younger readers, it was named after Bill Frindall,  aka “The Bearded Wonder” who was the scorer & statistician on Test Match Special from 1966-2008 before his sad passing early the following year).  Some of you may recall he was guest speaker at our club dinner in 2005 and he told me later we were an appreciative audience!  I also had Bill to thank for putting my name forward to score two county one day matches on Test Match Special in 2002, which I posted on my personal FB page earlier in the year).

My early wagon wheels were very primitive then to say the least! (yes, they are still in existence and  no,  I won’t be publishing them!)

We made a terrible start batting first as we slumped to 11-2 inside four overs.  Peter Rue remained on 999 runs for the season after he fell for a golden duck off the second ball of the day before Richard Harnack was run out for just two, falling short of his ground after failing to complete a second run. Kevin Elkins (52) joined Ted Levey (46) as they put on 76 for the third wicket before Paul Monger recorded his maiden half-century for Sawbo, top scoring with 58, hitting 11 boundaries from 66 balls. 

Alec Greenlees contributed a cameo 16 off 13 deliveries and captain Neil Price chipped in with an unbeaten 18 before he declared following the dismissal of Brendan Heath (4) in the 48th over.

In reply, the home side faced 16.5 overs before rain curtailed proceedings at 5.44pm. Opener K Hayden was the wicket to fall, being run out for 17.  Paul Monger returned impressive figures of 8-4-9-0 while Heath conceded 36 runs from 8.5 overs, including two maidens. 
Saturday 15 September
Sawbridgeworth 173-7 dec (51 overs) Andy Cooke 41, A Wickes 18-7-43-3
Eton Manor 174-7 (40 overs)   M Petit 66, M Harwood 34, David Pilkington 12-0-54-4
(Lost by 3 wickets)
Our penultimate away game of the season was a trip to East London to visit Eton Manor, a club who don’t exist anymore and neither does their ground, which I believe is now part of the Olympic Park site.

Having been stuck for a week on 999 runs, Peter Rue finally reached the four figure milestone by scoring two runs off the third ball of the match.  He added another 19 an opening partnership of 49 with Andy Cooke, who after a season of limited opportunities with the bat, top scored with 41 after being promoted to opener.

 Cooke had been one of three ever-presents in the first team league side this year alongside Ted Levey and David Burrell, claiming 10 catches behind the stumps.  He relinquished the gloves in this game to
second team ‘keeper Frank Bogdin, who contributed 22 in a second wicket stand of 46 as the pair took us to a promising position of 95-1.

A middle order collapse saw us lose six wickets for 60 runs with David Pilkington and skipper Ted Levey, who batted himself down at number seven, both being dismissed for 16.  Ian Bowler (15*) and Brendan Heath (20* off 16 balls) added a further 28 before the declaration came after 51 overs. 

In reply, Eton Manor raced to 118-1 before Pilkington, who was bowling for the first time in a month after recovering from injury, took three wickets in his fifth over as they slipped to 122-4.  Heath (12-0-38-1) took the key wicket of opener Petit who was bowled for 66 (102 balls, 10 fours) and when Paul Hovell (3) was run out by Bogdin, the visitors were six down for 141.

Despite “Pilko” taking a fourth wicket to go to 99 for the season, the visitors reached their target with an over to spare.  He had earlier  taken the first catch of the innings to dismiss Harwood (34) off the bowling of Rue (5-1-24-1) to end an opening stand of 66.  
Sunday 16 September
Sawbridgeworth 172-6 dec (54.3 overs) Richard Harnack 48, Terry Dash 40, P Roberts 7-4-15-3
Clayhall 169-8 (48 overs) Rayner Blitz 42, Paul Fletcher 15-6-40-4      (Drawn)
This was a day that belonged to David Pilkington, who topped a brilliant year personally by claiming his 100th wicket of the season.

Having taken 92 wickets by the end of July, the milestone had looked a formality but this was the only fourth game in which he had bowled in the last seven weeks due to injury. However, he finally reached the magical mark in a thrilling encounter in which all four results were still possible before the final over began.

In the end, we did well not to lose the match after we made a disastrous start batting first.  Clayhall’s  Roberts dismissed Ted Levey (5), Paul Monger (5) and Peter Rue (16) in an excellent opening spell, and when Kevin Elkins was caught behind for eight, we were in deep trouble at 38-4.

In contrast, Richard Harnack held firm at the other end.  After taking 43 minutes and 40 balls to get off the mark, he rescued us from our precarious position.  He added 82 for the fifth wicket with captain Terry Dash, who contributed an equally valuable 40 with Harnack falling two short of a deserved half-century.  Richard’s 112 minute innings came from 117 balls and included three fours and two sixes.

Both players fell in quick succession to B Howlett (10.3-4-21-2) before Brendan Heath (28*) and Alec Greenlees (11*) added 41 in just 21 minutes before Terry declared.

Clayhall’s top order proved to be as equally poor as ours as they crashed to 46-4 with all four wickets falling to Paul Fletcher, who took 4-9 in his first 10 overs.  

K Hurst, who came in at number six,  hit three sixes in his innings of 25 but it was Clayhall’s 16 year old wicket keeper, the wonderfully named Rayner Blitz, who become Pilko’s 100th wicket when he was bowled for 42.  Blitz, who had earlier taken three catches behind the stumps,  went on to play five County Championship matches for Somerset in 1986, so was a very worthy player for David’s milestone.

A Kooyman (29 not out) and Howlett (29) added 52 for the seventh wicket before Dash (4-1-12-2) struck twice in successive overs to leave Clayhall on 162-8.  The visitors began the last over needing 11 to win from the final over that was bowled by Paul Monger (18-4-50-1). The equation came down to five from two deliveries but the Essex side could only manage a dot ball and a two to end a day that belonged to Pilkington.  His last spell of the season saw him return figures of 6-1-30-1 and it’s pretty certain nobody will ever achieve this feat again due mainly to the plethora of limited-overs cricket we play in the modern game and the fewer number of matches that are played.  A truly remarkable achievement, particularly for a fast bowler.
Saturday 22 September
Our home game with Mill Hill was abandoned without a ball being bowled.  It was the sixth game we had lost to the weather this season and the first one I personally had been involved since the Spring May Bank Holiday, although there had been a blank weekend in early August when I had been away.
Sunday 23 September
Botany Bay 170-6 (51.1 overs) D Wilkinson 46, J Skitt 45, Paul Monger 18.1-6-46-3
Sawbridgeworth did not bat

(No result – match abandoned as a draw)
And so to our final Sunday game of the campaign, which was an away trip to another team I thought had a wonderful name – Botany Bay (for all the Australian readers, it’s a club near Enfield, north London).  My main memory of this game had nothing to do with what happened on the field, in which just over 2½ hours’ play was possible before rain curtailed proceedings shortly before the tea interval.

Terry Dash asked for the scorebook which I passed on to him and he went over to a quiet corner and I saw him looking through it and after about 10 minutes or so, he said something along the lines of “You’ve done a good job this season, would you like to come back next year?” 

Since Tim Burleigh had moved away, my main introduction to the club had disappeared and I hadn’t really thought about the future.  Looking back now, I am guessing I must have been subject of discussions but to be honest, it was something I hadn’t really thought about.  Well you all know my answer was but to this day, I’m forever grateful for Tim making that phone call because it proved to be a life-changing moment.

Back to the actual cricket that was played. Botany Bay’s opening pair of K King (38) and P Twigg (45) put on 82 before they slumped to 102-4. Paul Monger took the first three wickets in the space of 23 balls before Paul Fletcher (14-5-34-1) trapped G Turner lbw without scoring.

Wilkinson and J Hayes (18) added 56 for the fifth wicket before Terry (5-1-15-2) took two wickets in successive overs and the hosts added one more run before the weather intervened.

Our full team was Ted Levey +, Peter Rue, Richard Harnack, Paul Monger, Terry Dash, Neil Price *, Alec Greenlees, Brendan Heath, David Farr, Andy Cooke, Paul Fletcher.   Ted claimed a catch and a stumping as he kept wicket in place of Andy Cooke (who took a catch in the outfield)  with the captain also taking two of his own.  This was the second Sawbo game I scored using the “Frindall” system, which I would use permanently from the second match of the 1985 season. 
Saturday 29 September
Old Brentwoods 149  (47.5 overs) D Cameron 39, John Hansford 10.5-6-11-6
Sawbridgeworth 86 (32.1 overs) Peter Rue 32, A Whitney 16.1-4-37-5, J Raeburn 16-4-48-5
(Lost by 63 runs)
The season ended on a high personal note for John Hansford but a low one for the team as we were dismissed for our lowest score of the year by Old Brentwoods. 

John skippered the side and produced a magnificent spell of bowling to produce his best figures of the year but our batsmen crumbled in chasing a very modest total. 

It was a day I met Gary Parish for the first time and he made an instant impression, taking the wickets of both the visitors’ opening pair in his opening spell of six overs.  He needed just three balls to take his first wicket as J Boughtwood was caught by Ted Levey for a golden duck while Paul Fletcher’s catch sent P Bullock on his way for 19.
 
R Loughland (1) lasted just three deliveries before being bowled by Brendan Heath as 46-2 became 47-3. T Russell, who had come in at number three, batted for an hour for his 28 before he fell to Hansford via the first of two catches from Neil Price with the score on 68.

D Wasley contributed just five to a fifth wicket partnership of 31 with Cameron (39) before a dramatic collapse saw the visitors lose five wickets for five runs.  In fact the captain had a hand in all the wickets, taking the catch that accounted for Wasley at the end of Paul Monger’s second over.

Hansford got to work at the other end, taking four wickets for no runs in 13 balls which left Old Brentwoods  tottering on 104-9.  At this stage, John had taken 5-5 from nine overs but after conceding six of his next over, he took himself off which allowed the visitors’ last pair of M Wellsford (12*) and R Wasem (25) to put on 45 for the last wicket.

The partnership finally ended when John came back on and needed just four balls to end the innings when he safely took a return catch off his own bowling to remove Wasem,   His figures of 6-11 were the headline act while Gary Parish ended with 2-33 in 10 overs with Heath (9-2-27-1) and Monger (5-1-10-1) producing economical spells.

In reply, we were all out in 32.1 overs as the Old Brentwoods pair of Whitney and Raeburn bowled unchanged throughout the innings.

Peter Rue top scored with 32 to finish with 1,068 runs for the season in all cricket while Paul Monger (23) and Andy Cooke (12) provided the only other double-figure contributions.

David Pilkington made only a single in his last game while Ted Levey, who had an enjoyed an excellent individual season with 1,442 runs in total, ended the campaign with a second ball duck.

While  Pilko’s contributions with the ball have been heavily documented, the averages of the other bowlers were nicely shared around.  Brian McMahon took 32 wickets in 18 games with Tim Burleigh (35) and Hansford (34) also topping the 30 barrier. Paul Fletcher (26), Terry Dash (25) and Brendan Heath (27) all contributed as well but Terry only managed 46 overs in the league after bowling 20 in the first game!  An incredible statistic for such a quality bowler (he would produce many fine match-winning spells in the next few years before he retired from playing in 1990).  For those who missed it, you can read about some of them in my 1986 Diary that I wrote last year). In fact, of the 23 players that bowled in any first team fixture during 1984, only two failed to take a wicket (and they bowled in a solitary game) which showed how everyone contributed at different times. 

In total, 1st XI played 50 matches in 1984, with 17 wins, 11 draws, 17 defeats, 5 no results and another six were abandoned (plus the Ancients and Moderns games that was included in the stats).  In the league, we won eight of our 14 league games, with three draws and three defeats (two being rained off).

A remarkable season which I hope you  have enjoyed as much as I’ve enjoyed sharing with you.  What a way to start my cricketing journey…..
Sawbridgeworth CRICKET CLUB.   1984 Season Averages & Statistics
All Games:  Played 50    Won 17  Drawn 11  Lost 17 No Result 5 Abandoned  6 (plus Ancients & Moderns  fixture)
Batting (Qualification: 10 matches)



M      Inns
  NO      Runs      HS
    Ave.
  100s
50s
   4s / 5s       6s
Mins
Balls
R/100
Brian McMAHON

24       23
     4         634       63*
    33.37
      - 
  5
   72
    1
 1394
1243
51.01
David BURRELL

42       41
     1       1327     108*
    33.18
      1
  5
 192 / 1
  26
 1982
2011          65.98
Ted LEVEY

47       46
     1       1442     112
    32.04
      2
  9
 206
  30
 2279
2087
69.09
Terry DASH

34       31
     9         659       59*
    30.00
      -
  2
   91 / 1
    3
 1383
1244
52.97
Peter RUE

43       42
     2       1068     114
    26.70
      1
  4
 157
  15
 1764
1560
68.46
Paul MONGER

11       10
     1         232       58
    25.78
      -            1
   34
    -
   444
  380
61.05
Brendan HEATH

43       28
   13         381       78*
    25.40
      -
  2
   41
    8
   580  
  517
73.69
Tim BURLEIGH

37       27
     6         513       52*
    24.43
      -
  2
   64
  10
   650
  623
82.34
Neil PRICE

26       22
     6         376       63
    23.50
      -
  2
   41
    4
   598
  574
65.50
Kevin ELKINS

15       15
     1         317     100*
    22.64
      1
  1
   41
    6
   693
  549
57.74
Richard HARNACK
10         9
     -          200       52
    22.22
      -
  1
   21
    2
   580
  430
46.51
Alec GREENLEES

17       16
     5         221       49
    20.09
      -
  -
   20
    3
   483 
  407
54.29
David PILKINGTON
44       33
   11         384       80*
    17.45
      -
  1
   48
    1
   555
  558
68.81
Andy COOKE

44       15
     5         120       41
    12.00
      -
  -
   10
    -
   306
  353
33.99
Paul FLETCHER

16         2
     1             7         5*
      7.00
      -
  -
     1
    -
       5
    11
63.63
John HANSFORD
                  31         8
     4
10         7
      2.50
      -
  -
     1
    -
     44
    32
31.25
Gary POULTER

13         3
     2
  0         0*
      0.00
      -
  -
     -
    -
     17
    14          -------
Brian WOOD

  1         1
     -
55       55
    55.00
      -
  -
     9
    -
   105
  103
53.39
Frank BOGDIN

  6         6
     -          119       37
    39.67
      -
  -
   17
    -
   210
  165          72.12
Alan WEBB

  3         3
     1
51       39
    25.50
      -
  -
     5
    2
     75
    84          60.71
Tony MORGAN

  2         2
     -
47       41
    23.50
      -
  -
   10
    -
   148
    29  *    167.85
Ian BOWLER

  8         6       4
34       15*
    17.00           -
  -
     2
    -
     94
  100
34.00
Barry BIRCH

  5         5
    -
74       41
    14.80
      -
  -
     9
    2
   104
    96
77.08
Alec FELSTEAD

  1         1
    -
14       14
    14.00
      -
  -
     3
    -
     29
      6 *     233.33
David FARR

  6         4
    -
39       30
    13.00
      -
  -
     4
    -
   137
  131          29.77
Rod EVANS

  1         1
    -
10       10
    10.00
      -
  -
     2
    -
     46
    31
32.25
Steve LANG

  6         3
    -
  9         5*
      9.00
      -
  -
     -
    -
       6
    11
81.18
Steve CLINCH

  7         5       2
14         5*
      7.00
      -
  -
     2
    -
     40
    35          40.00
Gary PARISH

  1         1
     -
  4         4
      4.00
      -
  -                   -
    -
     21
    26
15.38
Philip CHAPLIN

  5         2
     1
  3         3*       3.00
      -
  -
     -               -
     29
    26
11.38
John WEIL

  2         2        -
  4         4         2.00
      -
  -
     -
    -
     12
      4        100.00
John RICHARDSON
  1         1
    1
  8         8*       -----
      -
 -
     1
    -
     30
    24
33.33
Darren BRUTON

  2         1       1
  6         6*       -----
      -
 -
     1
    -
     10
    12
50.00
David HAYWARD                       2         2       1
  1         1*       -----    
      -
 -
     -
    -
     13
    12
  8.33
John TURNER
  
  3         -
Geoff DOUSE
                    2         -
Chris PASK
                    2         -
John PYLE
                    1         -
Mick PAVEY
                    1         -
Lochlan FRENCH
                    1         -
Total number of players: 40.  
Highest Partnerships For Each Wicket
Wkt
Runs

 1st
192
E A Levey 72    P J Rue 114


v. Herts League XI (Town Fields)
21 August 1984
 2nd
117
E A Levey 89    B T McMahon 41

v. Granta (Town Fields)

  5 May 1984
 3rd
125
R J Harnack 48   D D Burrell 90

Ancients v Moderns (Town Fields)
29 July 1984
 4th
  76
D D Burrell 72     T J G Dash 37*

v. Hertford (Town Fields)

10 June 1984
 5th
  92*
K A Elkins 100*   D Pilkington 26*

v. Chingford (Town Fields)

26 August 1984
 6th
  98*
D Pilkington 80*   B G Heath 50*

v. Hadleigh and Thundersley (Town Fields) 19 August 1984
 7th
131*
T J G Dash 52*  B G Heath 78*

v. Orsett and Thurrock (Town Fields)
27 August 1984
 8th
  28*
I D Bowler 15*   B G Heath 20*

v. Eton Manor (East Way)

15 September 1984
 9th
  16*
T D M Burleigh 41*   I D Bowler 1*

v. Camden (Town Fields)

  3 June 1984
10th
  13
I D Bowler 7  D R Bruton 6*


v.  Mediators (Town Fields)

22 August 1984
* denotes unbroken partnership
Centuries 
114
Peter RUE

v Herts League XI (Town Fields)


21 August 1984  


112
Ted LEVEY

v Guilden Morden Cherubs (Town Fields)

27 June 1984
108*
David BURRELL

v Carnegie (Town Fields)


24 August 1984 
100*
Kevin ELKINS

v Chingford (Town Fields)


26 August 1984    
100
Ted LEVEY

v Hemel Hempstead (Town Fields)

21 July 1984     (Bryan Herts League)
FASTEST 50
29 balls
(28 mins)

Tim BURLEIGH  v Orsett and Thurrock (School Lane)
1 July 1984
Note:  Kevin ELKINS went from 50-100 in 18 balls (24 mins) when he scored 100* v Chingford, but had taken 109 balls (110 mins) to score 50.
FASTEST 100
106 balls
(123 mins)
Ted LEVEY  v Hemel Hempstead (Town Fields)

21 July 1984   (Bryan Herts League)
106 balls
(124 mins)
Ted LEVEY  v Guilden Morden Cherubs (Town Fields)
27 June 1984
FIRST TO 1,000 RUNS

Ted LEVEY 
on 29 July
HIGHEST INNINGS TOTALS
295-4 declared

v Herts League XI  (Town Fields) 
21 August 1984
254-7


v Mill Hill Village (Burton Hole Lane)
  2 September 1984
249-5  declared

v President’s XI (Town Fields)

20 August 1984
246-4  declared

v Chingford (Town Fields)

26 August 1984
240-5  declared

v Hadleigh and Thundersley (Town Fields)  19 August 1984
235-4  declared

v Guilden Morden Cherubs (Town Fields)
27 June 1984
231-6  (Innings Closed)
v Welwyn Garden City (Digswell Park)
12 May 1984     
(Bryan Herts League) 
222-6


v Papworth Everard (Papworth)

  8 September 1984  

 

   
The highest score recorded against Sawbridgeworth was 308-4 declared by Mediators (Town Fields) on 22 August 1984
LOWEST INNINGS TOTALS
  86


v Old Brentwoods (Town Fields)

29 September 1984
134


v Colchester and East Essex (Town Fields)
  1 May 1984
(William Younger Cup 1st Round)
136


v St Albans (Clarence Park)

  1 September 1984
(Bryan Herts League)
The lowest score recorded against Sawbridgeworth was 80 by Berkhamsted (Town Fields) on 7 July 1984  (Bryan Herts League)
Bowling
(Qualification: 10 wickets in 10 innings)



Overs      Mdns   Runs   Wkts  
Ave.
Best     5 wkts        Runs/Over
 Balls/Wkt
     R/100
      nb/w
David PILKINGTON
437.4       118      1363    100
13.63
7-66         6                3.12               26.56
     51.32
     26 / 4


Brian McMAHON

150.2         41        442      32
13.81
5-5           1                2.94
   28.37           48.67
      1 /  5 
Peter RUE

  94.5
22        370      15
24.67
5-55         1                3.92
   38.67
     63.79
      - / 11 
 
Paul MONGER

137.5
28        446      18
24.77
7-66         1                3.24
   46.22
     53.60 
     2 /  3


Tim BURLEIGH

203
36        949      35       26.00
5-56         1                4.53
   35.00           75.02
     4 / 3
Paul FLETCHER

184
51        676      26       26.00
5-100       1                3.67
   43.00
     60.46
     14 / - 


John HANSFORD

307.5
92        915      34       26.91
6-11         3                2.98
   56.61
     47.53
     73 /5 


Terry DASH

162.5
25        684      25
27.36
4-57         -
                4.21
   39.24
     69.72
      - / 4
 

Brendan HEATH

240.5
47        825      27       30.56
6-57         1                3.43
   54.48
     56.08         7 /19
Gary POULTER  
                  107.2
23        393      10
39.30         3-81         -                3.61               64.70
     60.74         - / 3
John RICHARDSON
  24
10          46        4       11.50
4-46         -
                1.92
   36.00
     31.94
Gary PARISH

  10
  2          33        2       16.50
2-33         -
                3.30
   30.00
     55.00
Brian WOOD
                      9
  0          39        2       19.50
2-39         -
                4.33
   27.00
     72.22
John WEIL
                      8             4          20
        1       20.00         1-20          -                2.50
   49.00
     40.81          - / 1
Alan WEBB

 15.2
 3           73        3       24.33
2-40         -
                4.80
   32.00
     77.65          1/ 1
Philip CHAPLIN

 28
 3         150        6       25.00
3-28         -
                5.36
   28.00
     89.28
John TURNER

 27.1
 2         102        4       25.50         3-15         -
                3.76
   41.75
     61.07
Ron DAVIS
                   46            10         177       6       29.50
2-14         -
                3.85
   46.00           71.95
      
David HAYWARD                        5              0           39        1       39.00         1-39         -
                7.80
   31.00
   125.80
Steve LANG
                   32              6         102       1     102.00
1-21         -
                3.19
 192.00
     53.12
Neil PRICE 

 20
 0         129        1    129.00
1-59         -
                6.45
 120.00
   107.50
Chris PASK

   7
 2           20        0     -------

                2.86
 -                    47.61
David BURRELL

   2              0           20        0    -------

              10.00
 -
   166.67
FIRST TO 50 WICKETS: 
David PILKINGTON  on 17 June 
FIRST TO 100 WICKETS: 
David PILKINGTON on 16 September  
FIELDING  - CATCHES AND STUMPINGS
38
Andy COOKE
(33 ct, 5 st)
26
Tim BURLEIGH
18
David PILKINGTON

Peter RUE

Ted LEVEY 
(17 ct, 1 st)
12
Alec GREENLEES
11
Terry DASH

David BURRELL
10
Brian McMAHON
  9
Neil PRICE
  8
Brendan HEATH
  7
Kevin ELKINS
  6 
Gary POULTER

John HANSFORD
  4
Paul FLETCHER
  2
Ron DAVIS


Ian BOWLER

Richard HARNACK

Frank BOGDIN
(1 ct, 1 st)

Darren BRUTON
 1
Chris PASK

Alan WEBB

John WEIL

Paul MONGER

David FARR

Philip CHAPLIN

Tony MORGAN
Sawbridgeworth CRICKET CLUB.   1984 Season Averages and Statistics.
Bryan Herts League:  Played 14 Won 8 Drawn 3 Lost 3 Abandoned 2  
Bonus Points: Batting 59 Bowling 38   TOTAL: 257   Average:  18.36      Position: Champions   (up  8 places on 1983)
Batting:

M     Inns    N/O
Runs
HS     Ave.      100s    50s         4s       6s      Mins    Balls      R/100

Ted LEVEY
14
14
-
476       100 
34.00
1
3
72
10
 746
717
66.39
Brian McMAHON 
  8        8       
1
217
 59
31.00
-
2
26
  1
 451      393
55.22
David BURRELL
14
14
-
372
 68     26.57
-
1
56
  4       649      653        56.97
Peter RUE
13
13
-
301
 61
23.15
-
2
38
  1
 597
524
67.44
Terry DASH
12
12
3
202
 36*   22.44
-
-           22        1
 373
392
51.53
Neil PRICE
  4
  4
1
  65
 32*
21.67
-
-
 7
  -
 113
106
61.32
Tim BURLEIGH
13
10
1
174
 41     19.33
-
-
23
  1
 193
203
85.71
Paul MONGER
  3
  3
-
  53
 26
17.67
-
-
 9
  -          95
  80
66.25
David PILKINGTON
13
10        5
  73
 20*   14.60
-
-          
 8
  -
 110
112
65.18
Richard HARNACK
  3
  3
-
  37
 22
12.33
-
-
 2
  -
 143
155
23.87
Alec GREENLEES
  4        4
3
  12
   6
12.00
-
-
 -
  -
   54
  53
22.64
Brendan HEATH
13
  9
3
  66
 16*   11.00
-
-
 8
  1
 148
118
55.93
Andy COOKE
14
  5
2
    9
   6
 3.00
-
-
 -
  -
   28
  30
66.67
Kevin ELKINS
  3
  3
-
    5
   4
 1.67
-
-
 -
  -
   24
  24
30.00
John HANSFORD
13
  3
1
    1
   1
 1.00
-
-
 -
  -
   12
  12
23.81
Gary POULTER
  2
  1
-
    0
   0
 0.00       -
-
 -
  -
     6
    6
---
Ron DAVIS
  1        -
Steve CLINCH
  1        -
Total number of players:  18.
HIGHEST INNINGS TOTALS
231-6  declared
v  Welwyn Garden City (Digswell Park)  11 August 1984
213-7
v Hemel Hempstead (Town Fields)  21 July 1984
200-5
v Hoddesdon (Town Fields)  19 May 1984
The highest total scored against Sawbridgeworth was 267-6 by St Albans (Clarence Park) on 1 September 1984
LOWEST INNINGS TOTALS
133-7
v Bishop’s Stortford (Town Fields) 11 August 1984
136
v St Albans (Clarence Park) 1 September 1984
The lowest total scored against Sawbridgeworth was 80 by Berkhamsted (Town Fields) on 7 July 1984
Highest Partnerships For Each Wicket
Wkt     Runs   Mins
1st         59         32        
E A Levey 54  P J Rue 32   v Welwyn Garden City (Digswell Park)

12 May 1984
2nd        97         88
E A Levey 63  B T McMahon 29  v Cheshunt (Albury Ride)
   
               2 June 1984    
3rd           104         72
B T McMahon 36 D D Burrell 46 v Stevenage (Town Fields)
                         9 June 1984
4th               58         37
D D Burrell 35 T J G Dash 31 v Cheshunt (Albury Ride)
 
                         2 June 1984
=          58         48
D D Burrell 42 P R Monger 26 v Radlett (Cobden Hill)

                   18 August 1984
5th              67         50
D D Burrell 68 T D M Burleigh 41 v Welwyn Garden City (Digswell Park)       12 May 1984
6th        34          26
T J G Dash 30 D Pilkington 20 v Stevenage (Town Fields)


                9 June 1984
7th        42          17
T J G Dash 36* B G Heath 15 v Hemel Hempstead (Town Fields)
               21 July 1984
8th        18          13
B G Heath 5 D Pilkington 7 v Radlett (Cobden Hill)

                    18 August 1984
9th          5*          2
A D Cooke 2* S Lang 4* v Stevenage (Town Fields)

                           9 June 1984
10th        4            1
D Pilkington 4 J N Hansford 0* v West Herts (Town Fields)
                          28 July 1984
* denotes unbroken partnership
FASTEST 50
68 balls   (83 minutes)
Ted LEVEY  v Welwyn Garden City  (Digswell Park)



   12 May 1984
FASTEST 100
106 balls  (123 minutes)
Ted LEVEY v Hemel Hempstead (Town Fields)




    21 July 1984 
  
(the only league century to be scored by a Sawbridgeworth player in the 1984 season)
Bowling:


Overs
Mdns
  Runs
Wkts
   Ave.
Best
5 wkts
   Runs/Over     Balls/Wkt
R/100       nb /w
Brian McMAHON

 53.2
  16
   125
 14
    8.92
5-5
     1
    2.34
       23.00
38.82
      - / 2
David PILKINGTON
         179.4       53
   546      46
  11.87
7-66
     5
    3.04
       23.70
50.09
     12 / -
Brendan HEATH
           57
  13
   164
 10
  16.40
3-30
     -
    2.88
       34.40
47.67
      - / 2
Tim BURLEIGH
           71
  16
   291
 17
  17.12
5-56         1
    4.10
       25.06
68.31
John HANSFORD
         161
  39
   457
 19
  24.05
6-53 
     2
    2.84
       53.15
47.31       41 / 3
Gary POULTER

 11.2
    1
     40
   2
  20.00
2-31
      -
    3.53
       34.00
58.82
  
Steve LANG

 14
    1
     44
   1
  44.00
1-21
      -
    3.14
       84.00
52.38

Terry DASH

 46
    8
   183
   4
  45.75
2-41
      -
    3.98
       69.25
66.06
       - / 1
Paul MONGER

 47.4
    5
   151
   3
  50.33
3-40
      -
    3.62
       83.33
60.40

Ron DAVIS 

   9
    1         31
   0
  ------


    3.44
       -
              57.41
BEST BOWLING PERFORMANCES
Seven for 66
D Pilkington 
v Hoddesdon 
(Town Fields)

19 May 1984

Seven for 71
D Pilkington

v Letchworth  (Letchworth Corner)
23 June 1984 

Six for 24
D Pilkington

v Stevenage 
(Town Fields)

  9 June 1984 

Six for 38
D Pilkington

v Berkhamsted (Town Fields)

  7 July 1984 

Six for 53
J N Hansford
v Barnet 
(Underhill)
             14 July 1984
FIELDING  - CATCHES AND STUMPINGS
TOTAL  68  (all ct)
12    Tim BURLEIGH
10    Andy COOKE
  9    David PILKINGTON
  7    Peter RUE
  5    Alec GREENLEES
  4    David BURRELL
  3    Brendan HEATH, John HANSFORD, Terry DASH, Kevin ELKINS, Brian McMAHON, Neil PRICE, Ted LEVEY
ANALYSIS OF TEAM PERFORMANCE IN 1984
BATTING
Sawbridgeworth scored 2,208 runs for the loss of 95 wickets.
AVERAGE:  23.04  Runs / Wicket
AVERAGE SCORE: 158-7
BOWLING
Sawbridgeworth’s bowlers took 120 wickets for 2,219 runs, dismissing the opposition on  9 occasions.
AVERAGE:  
18.49  Runs / Wicket     
32.20  Balls / Wicket 
Bryan  Herts League  - 1984 Season
Final  1st XI  League Table


        PL     W    D    L        Bat        Bowl       Points     Average
Sawbridgeworth

        14
   8
 3    3
  59           38
         257

18.35
Watford

        13      7     5     1         52
         36

  228
         17.53
Cheshunt

        14
   7     4     3
  49
         44
         233

16.64
Radlett

        14
   7     6     1
  59

34

  233

16.64
Bishop’s Stortford

        14
   7
 5     2
  56
         36

  232

16.57
St Albans

        13
   6
 3
 4
  55
         33

  208
         16.00
Berkhamsted

        14
   7
 2
 5
  55
         25

  220
         15.71
Hemel Hempstead

        14
   5      2    7
  42
         51
         193
         13.78
Luton Town

        14
   4
  4    6
  52
         52
         184
         13.14
Hoddesdon

        15
   4      1   10
  53
         42
         175

11.66
Hertford 

        14
   4
  6    4
  48
         31
         159
  
11.35
Hitchin

        14
   3
  8    3         48
         45
         153
         10.92
West Herts

        14      4       2    8
  39
         33
         152
         10.85
Letchworth 

        14
   3       5    6
  52
         34
         146
         10.42
Welwyn Garden City

        14      3       6    5
  44
         38
         142
         10.14
Stevenage

        14      3       3    8
  32
         26
         118
           8.42
Barnet

        15      2
  5
  8
  40
         33
         113
           7.53        
THE SEASON’S BEST PERFORMERS 
Bryan Herts League   - 1984 Season
Batting (Qualification: 350 runs)







Innings
N/O       Runs

Ave. 
Eric RIDDLE (Hertford)



    7
               2
   377
             75.40
           
Steve PLUMB (Bishop’s Stortford)

  10
               2
   452
             56.50
Paul BURGESS (Hemel Hempstead)

  10
               1
   496
             55.11 

David ROBINSON (Radlett)

              11
               3
   411
             51.36   
Steve SIMMS (Luton Town)


    9
               2
   353
             50.43 
 
Alan BAGGULEY (Hertford)


  12
               2
   465
             46.50
Chris THOMAS (Watford)



  12
               3
   401
             44.56 
Nick GILBERT (St Albans)



  11
               2
   399
             44.33
Mike MORGAN (Luton Town)


  12
               2
   434
             43.40
Phil DRIVER (Welwyn Garden City)   

  10
               1
   387
             43.00
Note: Sawbridgeworth’s Ted Levey scored 476 runs in 14 innings at 34.00 while the league handbook reported Hemel Hempstead’s Martin Wright was the only batsman to score more than 500 runs.
Bowling   (Qualification: 25 wickets)







Overs
   Mdns     Runs        Wkts            Ave.
David SURRIDGE (Bishop’s Stortford)

150.2
    50
      243           33
      7.36
Robert CLAYTON (Cheshunt)

            103          28
      270           29
      9.31
Steve DUNFORD (Berkhamsted)


140.3       39
      393           34
    11.56
David PILKINGTON (Sawbridgeworth)

179.4
    53
      546           46            11.87
Peter NEAL (Berkhamsted)


136.1       41          359           30
    11.97
Chris THOMAS (Watford)



234          67
      533           44
    12.11
James WRIGHT (Hitchin)



164.1       47
      458           38
    12.32
Ian HOLLAND (Radlett)



167
    49          452           35
    12.91
Brian COLLINS (St Albans)


221          86          492           37            13.30
John BATEMAN (Welwyn Garden City)

139.1       41          381           25
    15.24
