18-25 July 2026

BERKHAMSTED CRICKET CLUB

“Rickpr X

PLENTY TO CELEBRATE ON AND OFF THE
PITCH

It was another full week of cricket at Berkhamsted, with plenty of
impressive individual performances, some closely fought contests and
a brilliant evening together at Club Night.

The standout senior result came from the 2nd XI, who produced a
superb all-round performance to beat second-placed Bayford &
Hertford by 99 runs. Nav Akhtar led the way with a fantastic century,
supported by Mark Baring’s 57 and Gareth Preedy’s determined 46,
before Oli Brown and Matt Fleming claimed three wickets apiece.
Gareth also had an exceptional day behind the stumps, taking six
catches.

Elsewhere, the 3rd Xl fell just 21 runs short against Luton Town & Indians,
despite an unbeaten 46 from Sam Siraj, while the 4th XI posted an
excellent 232-4 thanks to a magnificent 164-run partnership between
Dave Bartholomew and Indy Singh. Although Ley Hill chased it down,
there were encouraging performances from Toby White behind the
stumps and Tom Little with the ball.

The Women's 1st XI faced a tough trip to Oxford but showed real
resilience after slipping to 69-6. Emily Starr's 57 and Amelia Dewar’s 44
led an excellent recovery as the team batted through their full 40
overs.

A huge thank you to everyone who came down to Club Night last night.
It was brilliant to see so many players, members, friends and families
enjoying the evening together. We hope you had a great time and look
forward to seeing you at the next one on 22 August!

Our summer cricket camps are also now underway, so please spread
the word to any families with children who may be interested in

EMILY AND AMELIA LEAD
SPIRITED FIGHTBACK AT OXFORD

The Women's 1st XI faced a difficult
afternoon away at Oxford, who posted an
imposing 358-7 from their 40 overs before
securing victory by 121 runs.

Our reply got off to a challenging start,
with six wickets falling for 69 runs. Emily
Starr and Amelia Dewar then produced an
excellent recovery, adding 108 runs for the
seventh wicket and ensuring the side
continued to battle against a strong
Oxford attack.

Emily top-scored with a well-made 57
from 67 balls, including six boundaries,
while Amelia contributed a determined 44
from 65 deliveries. Bea Spooner finished
unbeaten on 13, with Amber Roberts also
scoring 13 as Berkhamsted reached 237-9
from their 40 overs.

Although the target proved beyond reach,
the middle and lower order showed plenty
of resilience to bat through the full innings
and secure seven valuable league points
from a demanding Premier Division fixture.

playing, improving their skills or trying cricket for the first time.

NAV'S CENTURY INSPIRES
STATEMENT WIN FOR THE 2ND XI

The 2nd XI bounced back superbly from last
week’'s defeat with an emphatic 99-run
victory away at second-placed Bayford &
Hertford.

After slipping to 70-4, Gareth Preedy
steadied the innings with a determined 46
before Nav Akhtar and Mark Baring took
control. The pair added 15 for the sixth
wicket, with Mark making 57 and Nav
producing a brilliant century. His second
fifty came from just 28 balls, propelling
Berkhamsted to an imposing 274.

The team then delivered one of its most
complete fielding performances of the
season. Every run was made difficult on a
quick outfield, with players throwing
themselves into stops throughout the
innings.

Gareth capped an excellent all-round
display with six catches behind the stumps,
while Oli Brown and Matt Fleming claimed
three wickets apiece as Bayford & Hertford
were dismissed 99 runs short.

The win moves the 2nd XI to within 15 points
of second place, with Leverstock Green next.

R0 X FALLJUST SHORT IN
CLOSE CONTEST

The 3rd XI came close to chasing down
Luton Town & Indians in a competitive
home fixture, eventually finishing 21 runs
short.

Berkhamsted’s bowlers started well, with
Deep Singh, Jack Hunter, James Wright
and Will Goodwyn keeping things tight
and restricting Luton to 120-5 after 31
overs. However, a late counter-attack
from Luton’s number seven, who struck
51 from just 29 balls, helped the visitors
accelerate to 223-8 from their 40 overs.

The 3rd Xl responded positively with the
bat and remained in the contest
throughout, but the required run rate
proved just out of reach as they closed
on 202-6.

Sam Siraj led the chase with an
excellent unbeaten 46. There were also
encouraging contributions from Josh
and Charlie, who both scored 24 on their
3rd Xl debuts, in a spirited team
performance despite the defeat.
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BARTHOLOMEW AND SINGH LEAD
SPIRITED 4TH X1 EFFORT

The 4th Xl produced a much-improved
batting display against Ley Hill, despite
ultimately falling short on an excellent
pitch.

After choosing to bat first, Berkhamsted
were put under early pressure by some
impressive opening bowling and slipped
to 68-4. Dave Bartholomew and Indy Singh
then turned the innings around superbly,
combining for a fantastic 164-run
partnership. Their efforts carried the side to
a highly competitive 232-4 and gave the
bowlers plenty to work with.

Ley Hill's batters also made the most of the
conditions, eventually reaching their target
with six wickets down. There were still
several standout performances in the field,
most notably from Toby White, who kept

wicket for the first time in a senior match
and claimed three dismissals, including a 3

stupendous catch.

Tom Little also impressed with his leg spin,
finishing with excellent figures of 2-28 from
seven overs in another encouraging
performance.

FIXTURES

25/7 - 1 XI vs. Knebworth Park (A)
25/7 - 2™ Xl vs. Leverstock Green Il (H)
25/7 - 3 Xl vs. Old Eastcotians (A)

JUNIOR CRICKET CONTINUES
THROUGH THE SUMMER

There is still plenty of junior cricket taking
place at the club as we head into the
summer holidays.

Our boys’ teams have now begun their
summer league fixtures, with each age
group typically playing three or four
matches and the opportunity to qualify for
a final in September. It is a great chance
for the players to continue developing
their skills and enjoying competitive cricket
beyond the main league season.

The club’s summer cricket camps have
also started and will run for three weeks,
giving young players of all abilities the
opportunity to work on their batting,
bowling and fielding while enjoying plenty
of games and activities.

A number of our boys and girls are also
representing Hertfordshire and
Buckinghamshire at county level, as well
as playing for the Herts West teams.
Congratulations to everyone selected, and
we look forward to following their progress
throughout the summer.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

25/7 - Club Night

NAV'S COACHING CORNER:
DECISION MAKING

Drills dont create players.
Decisions under pressure do.

Every ball presents a decision:

* Attack
* Defend
* Rotate

The players who improve the
fastest are those who embrace
challenge, think clearly under
pressure and learn from their
decisions.

No challenge. No decision making.
No learning.

LOOKING FOR A VENUE?

A reminder that Berkhamsted Cricket
Club is available to hire through Mad

Squirrel. With a spacious clubhouse, f
large decking area, countryside views,
ample parking, a fully stocked bar and ¥
\ artisan pizzas, it's a brilliant venue for |
celebrations, meetings and events.

5/9 - End of Season Awards Night | Please pass this on to anyone looking I
for a venue. ;

25/7 - 4% Xl vs. West Herts VI (H) 22/8 - Club Night
25/7 - 5™ XI vs. Abbots Langley (A)

26/7 - Women'’s 1* XI vs. Thame Town (A)
26/7 - Sunday Xl vs Royal Opera House (H)

29/7 - T20 XI vs. Kinda Langley (H)

31/8 - MDNA Charity Cricket Day
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Tuesday-5-9
Wednesday 5-9
Thursday 5-9

Contact
Please get in touch via our contact option on the
website:

Bar openi

www.berkhamstedcc.com Friday 4-10
Saturday 10-10
Castle Hill, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HE Sunday 12-9

Food is served Thursday to Sunday
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